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I8a, 9. 15,16, The ancient and konourable ke is the Head : the Prophet that 
reacherh lies, he is the Tayl, For the Leaders of this people cauſe them to 
erre, and they that are led of them are deſtrbyed, 

: Mar, 21,13, 14, 15, 16, 

Jo » 20. 26, A Fire not blown (hall conſume him, it ſhall go ill with him 
that is left in his Tabernacle, The heaven ſhall reveal his iniquity, and the 
earth ſhall riſe up againſt him. 

; © B 36. 22, Behold God exalterh by kis power, who teacherh like him > 
© B 21. 22, 34. Shall any teach God knowledge ſeeing he judgeth thoſe that 
are on high ? How then comfort ye me in vain, ſceing in your anſwers there 
remaineth falſhood ? 
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Right Honourable, 


mt Aving by experience beheld God, and in ſeeing 
> God have ſeen man alſo, I deſire to ſpeak, a Word 
or Wo unto you, as not looſing my hfe unto the 
death, for I deſire more and more to be tran 
> ted and transformed into the Image of Jeſna 
Os. manifeſted in the fleſh, and to live b the Faith 
of the Son of G od in the Spirit. Ihave now 
ſeen man,the perfeftion of the earths Creation to be vanity, and his 
Wayes to be as mutable as the Wind, Which is ſometimes Eaſt, and 
ſometimes Weſt ſometimes North,and ſometimes South: and noW 1 
deſire ta lie low before the God of the Whole earth, and to lay aſide 
all voluntary humility, and Wor ſhipping of Angels or men : I have 
ſeen many rar” and I have heard many tongues Which have en- 
deavonred to hinder the pure flamings of the Eternal God; even the 
God, the King, and jog: T he pure Scepter is in the hand of Im- 
mortality and Immutability, that can make the light to ſhine in the 
darkneſs; ſo. that darkneſs ſhall not Withſtand or comprehend the 
power of its infiniteneſs. There is much contending for vittorie 
over one anothers cenſcience in the World,Cc>the root of [uch endeavor 
for a preſent Conformity proceed from your Synod Which you have 
choſen, Who Would ( if they could) fain be riding on others, and ma= 
king the Image of G od in others 4 ſlave,a ſervant to their fallible & 
fallibly interpreted reſults, Whereas the Walkings of the viſible max 
A2 ſrould 


* ould alone proceed from the pure power and teachings of the invige 
ble God, both as to God and to man, (if We walked as he alſo Walk. 
ed. ) The Gods of the Nations they are all Idols, vanity, alie, and 
a hadoWw, though Iremember 1 |S read it Was an opinion of old, 


Quicquid Humus, Pela gus,Ccelum, miſerabilegignir, 
Id dixere deos,&c. 

What ever Heavens Sea,and Land begat, 

Hils, Sea, and Rivers, God Was this and that. 


Me thinks T ſee ſenſibly and experimentally (praiſed be the Fa. 
ther of mercies ) that the Saints fit by the River of Babylon, and 
Weep When they have the remembrance of Sion, and may yet ſtill do, 
if the Lord give power any longer to the enemie and o preſſor.: then 
they that carry us aWay captive, Will require of us a = and they 
that made exile or baniſhment our portion ( as a Synodean Miniſter 
( ſocalled)rold me there Was no other way for Settaries )Will revile 
»s exceedingly, and ſay, race, race them even to the ground, and t 
that waſte ns,will require of us mirth,ſaying,ſing us one of the ſong 


of Zion. But if We have not the Lord with us,God With us, How 


Jaall we fing the Lords ſong in a ſtrange Land? Pal. 137.1, 2, 3,4, 
verſes. 

4 e thinks it ſhould be a buſineſs of high concernment to you to 
offend one of the littele ones of the Father, (which you may doe, ſee- 
ing neither you, nor your teachers are infallible ) leſt you be found 
fighters againſt God ( as God s in Teſus ) and crucifiers of the body 
of love, and complacency. But if you are, and if you are to me, (r4- 
cifiers , I deſire to imbrace the Croſs, as my Fathers Crown to me, 
1 deſire to ſee the Croſs,and CroWne, from one [npreame cauſe, pow. 
tr, and Will, I ſhall be glad if the Father will accompt me worthy 
(when I have no gronnd to accompt my ſelfe ſo) ro ſuffer for his 
Saks:if you ſhall have the Crown any longer, yet know this that your 
eroWn, your dominion, 1s not an ry. dominion, the people of 
the ms high God ſhall appear more palpably, as God, with them in 
the inmoſt man, and then God ſnall be palpably exalted, and man 
dethroned. 

The inviſible God, and ſubſtance, hath carried me out to Write 
theſe things, and hath anſwered all objeftions ( though many ) of 
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feſp, hell, andd eath,ſo that to me,to will and to dogs God, ſo that all 
or any thing ſhall be to me gaine and immortall advantage. In fine, 
# not particular, fleſhly intereſt, the God of the world: is there, not a 
enerall afting , judging, cenſuring and condemning, Without F7" 
fallible judgment, and T eſtimonys and have not men thrown dovene 
Epiſcopacy, to ſet up tyrannicall dominering Pretbyterie , muta- 
to nomine tantum. And is not formall Phloſophie, vaine deceipt, 
traditions of men, and rudiments of the World, the great Argument 


that ſwayes, Witneſs many men Who Write many elaborate Volumes, 
and the continuall man-teachings of preiſts to Connſells: do not the 
Preiſts of the nation endeavour to bloW the bellows of contention j 
and to divide deare frigpds,becauſs of difference in judgment, ſo that 
4 one ay er one of they Fathers, 1 empeſtate contentionis ſe- 
renitas charitatis obnubilatur. 7» the tempeſt of contention the 
ſerenity of charity i over-clouded: may not Epiſcopalls,Presbyteri- 
ans, and Independents fit all under their oWne Vines, and Fig-trees, 
and yet live lovingly one with another, one to another be contraries, 
& jet be contraries in the ſpirit of love,and mekeneſs forbearing &- 
firgiving one another ;may not every one Walk zn the light of his God, 
acording to the propheſie; And the Saints Walke in the light of the 
Lord their God :ſurely if all that talke of (hriſt, of that anoinment, 
were really poſſeſt in the glorie of it, man Would not be any thing, but 
God Would be all in all: I cannot hold my peace, I am Idem calamo 
od in mente, 7deſire youto excuſe me ( if youcan) that I 
= been ſo bold ( according to the common denomination of bold- 
neſs ) God hath condeſcended to ſpeak, to me, and I have ſpoken to 
God,and his Teſtmony ts ſure;\vhy ſhould not you condeſcend,perad- 
venture God may give you an inviſible dart to think on temperance, 
and judgment to come: Sol reſt, 


Your Honours humble Servant if you 
walke according to the pure light of 
nature, and if you ſhall ſtand for ju- 
Kice and mercy in the Land, 


W. Bray. 
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OU that endeavour to make your ſelves re- 
 nowned, and to exalt God with your ſelves a- 
//þ lone, you that conſult and endeavour to make 
aw fe places of Saints too ſtraight, and ro binde 
& up the ſpirit of God to your formality, dark- 
@ neſs, and bounds. You that hear the children 
that you have loſt ſay in your ears,the place isr00 ſtraight for us, - 
zive place tous that we may dwell, 7/2, 49. 20,21,22,23,24,25, 
26. You that ſay in yourhearts, who hath begotten me theſe ? 
keing you have loſt your children, and you are and will become 
deſolate ; and who hath brought up theſe ? theſe, where have 
they been? will you-make the broad places ſtraight? will you 
comprehend God in a narrow compaſs of 4 man, of a Synod ? 
willyon compaſs the incompaſſable? will you compare with 
the incomparable ? Oh you cannot ! "Do you think that 
God hath no other Ornament then a DireRorie, to adorn a Na- 
tion which he means to reform ? 1f he hath fuch a minde, ſurely 
hehath. Do you think that he who hath rivers of all ſorts, 
and 'warers of glory , and of varietie to change his Creation by 
lefus Chriſt, and according to Jeſus Chriſt, hath but your ſtream? 
But that one current of yeurs which you intend to make to run 
inthe veins of the heavens, -and of the earth if you can? Surely 
you are deceived, God will, |am confident dry 'up your River, 
and make your fiſh to ſtink, and die for thirſt. It you have a 
Jaſper, do you think all mult have Jaſpers ; may not-another 
have a Saphir ? Yes truly,whether you have,or have not a Jaſper, 
if you have a Saphir,,may not another have a Chalcedony * If 
you have an Emerauld,may not another have a Sardonyx? If you 
have a Sarduis, may not another enjoy aC hryſolite ? if you have 
a Topar,may not another enjoy a Chryſophraſus ? If you have a 
Jacynth, may not another have an Amethyſt ? Rev. 21. 19. If 
you have, 7 any of theſe , ſurely it would be fatisfation 


enough 


enough to you. If you have the light of the Sun freely given you, 
will you endeayour to deſtroy him that hath but the light of 
the Moon ? will you deſpiſe the day of ſmall things ? Have you 
freely received, and will you force another to walk as you walk 
© whenhe hath not received? You that were overcome your ſelves, 
(if you have truly overcome evill and Rereſie) will you have an- 


other Conquerour then the brightneſs of the Pathers glorie ? 1; 
it not your darkneſs and incon{ideratenefs, to ſay in your hear, 
who hath begotten theſe ? Do you think you muſt be per 
Fathers ? (hall Saints be alwaies taught of fallible, mutable, vain 
man ? would you not have God whagee how he pleaſeth, and 
when he pleaſerh? Oh vain man | why contendeſt thou with 
maker, the holy one of Iſrael > Thou canſt not prevail, thou ne- 
ver madeſlt a hair of thine own head, thou never addeſt a Cubit 
to thine own ſtature : He that walks in the circuit of heaven 
laughs thee.to ſcorn, and hath thee in deriſion daily, Doeſt choy 
think God can bring none forth, but ſuch as thou willeſt ? ca 
teach no other way, but ſuch as thou teacheſt? can have no ather 
Terms bur ſuch as thou underſtandeſt, comprehendeſt, ſtudieſt, 
and contriveſt ? If that inviſible God, and eternall ſubſtance 
doth begin to ſet up his Standard to the people,& to lift up his 
hand to the Gentiles, and to make Kings nurſing Fathers, and 
Queens nurſing mothers; Wil thou inflients the Magiſtracy, 
the Kings, the powers of the world in the high places, to binde 
the people of God (though under another notion} in chains of 
death and darkneſs ? Doeſt chou think that Kings, Queens, and 
Magiſtrates muſt be only nurſing fathers and mothers unto you 
mult honour the God of ticaven and earth only in you, and lid 
up the duſt of your feet ? In the conſideration of theſe things! 
am caſt into admiration of infinitie. Oh boundleſs God and 
binding man.! Oh boundleſs God | that meaſureſt all thingy 
comprehendeſt all things, who haſt infiniteneſs in all rhy rue 
variety;let not thy Saints be aſhamed to wait for thee.Oh Super 
ſuperlative binding God!whoart able to bind Synods,Counſek, 
Powers of the world, in chains and fetters of iron ; that have 
bound the people,& deceived the Nations a great ſpace,manifelt 
- thy ſelf, that thou bindeſt and looſeſt, and art able to reſtrain the 
bindings of man, as well.as to unlooſe after thou haſt given him 
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rtobinde. And if thou haſt an intent that this 5ynod 
be a ſcourge, or means of a ſcourge to. thy people, as 
well as other Synods (formerly called Convocarions, or-other 
names) do thou ſay to thy Saints in the ſpirit af underſtanding ; 
Where is the fury of tormer oppreſſors ? and am not I the Lord 
thy God? and is not my name the Lord of Hoſts, who have di- 
vided the Sea, whoſe waves roared? 1/a. 51.15. Say chou to thy 
people, as thou ſaidſt of old, 1/a. 52. 3,4,5,6. Ye have ſold 


our ſelves for nought, and ye ſpall be redeemed without money, 


though they that rule over you make you to howle, and cauſe the ig- 
norant of God to blaſpheme the Lord every day. But let thy people 
haow, it is thou that ſpeakeſt, even thow, Tam contident Synod, 
the thoughts of God are not your thoughts, neither are your 
waies, the waies of the Lord, for as the heavens are higher then 
the carth, ſo are the waies of the triumphant God, and the 
thoughts of the triumphant God higher then yours,and you may 
miſs of your aime in your generation - bur | rejoyce you keep 
your Crown, Power, Kingdom, and Glorie fo long as the Fa- 
ther will: Synod reade, perhaps you may know and underſtand, 
56 1/a. 11. & 57 1/a. Whoſe Chapter may appertain to thee in 
thy own underſtanding, and the 13 Ezekie/ & 14 Ezekiel 9,10. 
& 41 Iſa. & 10 Jeremiah, & 23 Jeremiah, & the 26 leremiah, & 
29 Jeremiah, 8 & 12 verſes &c. And alſo the 34 of Jeremiah 
14, 15, 16, 17,18, 19, 20, 31, 22, &c, Ican(Ithank the moſt 
High, the inviſible ſubſtance) make parallels, and the parallels 
2quipolent. Therefore though you ſhall endeavourto ſcourge 
me and affli& me, yet 1 ſhall ice the love of the abſolute Lord, in 
ſcourgings and whippings. Though you ſhall fay as others be- 
fore you have ſaid, Come let us ſcourge him and affiitt him, for he 
bath ſinned againſt the Lerd; yet my glory isin the abſolure God,. 
walher, cleanſer, purger, diſcerner, informer, reformer, and ac- 
quitter, and from him I have my 2xierws eft. What though you 
make me an offender for a word ? What though you ſhall have 
the Nobles, the Powers of the world, the Parliament (whom 
you inſtigate, ) the People, to ſay, Come let ws deviſe devices a- 
gainſt him, becauſe he ſpeaks of the things of God ( he being not Or- 


 dained.) The Law (hall not periſh from the Prieſt, nor Counſel 


from the Wiſe,nor the Word from the Prophet.Come let 5 [mite 
B | him 


him with the tongus, and let us not give heed to any of bY words, 
Yet the abſolute Lord, non-reſpeRer of perforiscan'give n—_ 
to the poor, as well as to the rich; to the ow armed 
Fiſher,as well ast6 the Prophet, the Prieft, andthe Levite. - 

I rejoyce in your inſtigation of Magiſtracy becauſe of the'F4.: 
thers will, and becauſe it cauſes this operation in me, it-makey 
me, and hath made me to ſee, if I might artairt it; how I ani (x 
really) in the beauty of the Son of righteouſneſs, who's mire" 
beaurifullchen-che Sun, the Moon, and the Stars. And tritly' F 
am told of God (asI am' perfwaded ) that I (hould nor. as yer" 
one my ſelf with'you,nor acknowldge yottas'friends,:to rhe'wiÞ" 
dom and glory of God in- Ieſus Chriſt. If 1 ſhould nyt hots” 
forth my contrariety, as the Father hath made me contrary fi 

ou, in'love for God, in fove from God, antits Go@? Þ ſhoulf” 

ave burning fire in'my own breaſt Wonltdyouhave me know! 
any thing of God and not ſpeak-it ? if I ſhould forgtt-rhis Log 
my maker and truſt on you, andupon' you'; firely* my -Lot( 
when he looks upon me and I ſee him, would- make me to' lie" 
down inſorrow; and to weep bitterly': therefore I' tad 'ritfet- 
have your frowns(who call your ſelves Teachers &Þ#thets)thiefl? 
my teall, abſolute, &-immutable Fathets. Wilyon our me, 
or affli& me, or inſtigate Magiltracy,ifat anytime I ſk#ll-declite 
the fweetnels of God ? Shall-I be in the' garden” of variety; ant* 
not ſpeak of it ? would you have none be in egprgen VixFyorly 
ſelves? would you have none othef but your ſelves: (thoigh' 7 
thers are inithe garden ) to ſpeak of the things they ſee and Hetu® 
Do you know the: root and the ground 'of Gods' wiſdom?" 
you know al{the branches of Eternity ? DO yorknow the: 
of Dominion ? Will younot ler hint fave whom! he' wilf "atif! 
condemn whomhe pleaſeth? Will you affume ro make" 'mih* 
know, before he muſt truly: know ; and 'underſtins, before' Ke 
muſt eruly underſtand ?-Are nor the'rimes aid the feaſons in" tht 
heavens and the carrh, for. the farhets arcompliſhments 3" Wit" 
nor the heavens and the earth hear his v6yce when- he ſpeaks' 
with an —_— that it A _ =y anderftandg,” 

1 was lately caſtintoa conſideration of the intoniprehenBiBte” 

od, evenof God (who is acknowledged by you generally ts" 
""* be Garſa Canſarum:) and alſo of vain, weakjinconfidetable, To: 
| : 
p gicall 


cal,Sophiſtical formal,in fine, ſenſuzl{ man.T-was thinking how 
nall a particular creature of God I was , and how little of the 
viſible world 1 conld comprehend in the hollow of my hand, and 
"then 1 con(dered,and fd furely it would be an admired thing, 
i a Synod, if a man, if men, if a few men ſhould make a Law, or 
, prociire a Law, Ordinance, or Declaration to be made, that a 
Fan char could not comprehend the heavens and the earth, or 
bil loripus viſible things of God inthe hollow of his hand, 
The a be accounted an, Heretick. All rationall men in the 
_ d, and thoſe that are only rationall would think it a fooliſh 
Ordinance,an inconſiderate Law, Would you have a Law made 
the that cannot comprehend (or comprehend as you 
would hayc him comprehend ) the inviſible things of that inviſi- 
ble, indiyiſÞle God, (hall be-accounted an Heretick. O furely if 
Toukad th, yqu would be glad ro have it ro your ſelves, and 
you would manufelt it, with the glory of its pure ſelf, and unde- 
Hed being: ſurely if you had faithto remove mountains, you 
Wopld haye more. love to Hereticks (as you call them) and lefs 
kirterneſs.  Byr it Gatisfies me that God can roul the heavens 
Ne ink rogether hike a ſcrowl, and bring it.into the nar- 
row compaſs ofa mans hand,if he will, and manifeſt himſelf ro 
whom he will,and when he pleaſeth, and you are not maſters of 
him. He ahwaies.comprehends , and he can ſo be ſeen ro mans 
capaci ir he will ; and he can apd dothcomprehend nor to be 
FTA will; he is got like to,man, one little particular of Gods 
Farieties ; he can feel us, and we (hall not be ſenſible of ic ; 
and ſce us, and we ſhall ion ſeem ; hon hike be withio and 
without ; upon the right, and upon the lefr;vetore,and behinde. 
Lppot hor Lillies, bur angther hath. ſeen Roſes, and 
another Peeks en flowers of other natures and kinds -. willyou 
make a Law, or ,endeavor to-have a Law made, that all muſt ſay 
they haye ſeen Lllies, and nothing but Lillies ; when they have 
not ſeen Lillies ar.all, but Roſes,ox other of (ods diverſities ? A- 
ain, ſeyoihave been in the garden.of God,did you ger in 
he wake by violence,by power,by flexght, of hand,by wit & 
olicie, by Logick and Phyloſophic ? what muſt others do that 
aye not your Lagick and Phyloſophic ? bur truly I think the fla» 
ming Hygrd of the incomprehenſible God will keepyou out with 
| , B 2 your 


c 


' your logick, and'prevaitwith you, and over your Pliloſophir, 
' and rruly, immurably, and'ſubſtanrially cry, ViZoria Again, ſup» 
ſe you have been inthe garden of Cod, and ſeen the fragrant 
wers, the ſweet beams of” Divine Light ; your 'nattes written 
in heaven : ſuppoſe you have the witneſs of Jeſus in your conſgj. 
ences, will you endeavour to have a'Law made, that all that will 
not belteve you, may be burnt with fire, may be impriſoned, 
may be baniſhed;may be ſawen aſunder,may nor trade &rraffique 
in the kingdoms of the world which are the Lords? Surely if you 
were truly raken up with thoſe beauties in your ſelves, you would 
not defire that fire ſhould come down from heaven to deftroy 
others much leſs make a fire your ſelves ro conſume them. 

Again, ſuppoſe that a multitude, or many now in theſe daies 
ſhould ſee Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould enjoy the inviſible teachings of 
God in the inward man, ſhould ſpeak of it, or preach it : would 
it not be a Phariſaicall envious trick to endeavour to rebuke ſuch 
Diſciples : if they ſhould cry Hoſanna, Hoſanna, bleſled is he 
that commeth in the name of the Lord in the inward man? May 
not Chriſt fay, if theſe ſhould hold their peace, the ſtones would 
immediatly cry out Luke 19. 37,38,39. When the incompre- 
henſible pleaſanrneſs of the ſpirit is manifeſted, from enjoyment, 
it would be never the worſe if it were by all the people, if in the 
ftreers, if upon the honſe rops. Bur TI know that. Scribes and 
Phariſees and' high Prieſts will murmur at this, and' pray, 
and faſt, thar Chriſt may rebuke this, but Chriſt wilf not; and 
therefore Aﬀemblic, though I have been held in chains of 
darkneſs a great while, and though held in the grave as it were ; 

whenthe erernall God 'to my underſtanding, and' with his 
ka inflames, and zeal makes me zealous, and in his time makes 
me to ſerve him, I deſire it in that time when he wils, and alone 
in that time when he wils and untill that time I may fay,frommy 
ſelf, ro my ſelf, and to you, Ne ſutor ultra crepidam. But when 
he will inflame me to ſpeak in the underſtanding, I defire not to 
value the powers of the world ; whether within me, with me, 
or without me :For l deſire to be a ſervant to the moſt high God, 
though bonds and afflitions ſhall waire for me. And Þ with 
ny reſpects to you,. as to men, men fſubjeR to infirmities, and 
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| fallible men: And alſo defiring the father alove(if it be 
| | the fathers pleaſure) that 1 may whileſt T live (under the 
inted power.- and rity of the World) be more 
+7 oy =_ u wt} fe - Supereminent op a: way of 
peaceab engh ve in unpeaceable , unquiet 
unholy, venes 7 Authority, and Power) and quictneds, in all 
godlineſs and honeſty, I reſt.; ets 


Hoping 1 am, and ſo ſhall be / Sf | 


A Servantto the abſolute Lord, ' 
chough I ſhall be perſecured. 
for the lame, - 
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: da* Hoſoever then art, wntler What name ſoever tay 6 
ſt be accounted,and eſteemed amongſt men, | # 

's ire Pre ANA; let it be as if there wer Nt" 

no diſtinktion of names by man which tend todjn; 01 

fron & fleſhly contention; but if thow 05 I are ſif 

Jr in the true nathre of diſtinition, («| ""* 
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thou liksft, for thy (liking, commend: me not neither dj. 
commends me unt t ha Reſtimony unto me, With me, for 


me, in mets free, k p a J 
ſtyle it, Non ab humine teſtimonium accipio, receive not man 
record, I care not for mans teſtimony. I have diretted this enſwin 
treatiſe to the nationall Menperrdecled wall od 
They Thould Confirme the words they have ſpoken, preached unt 
you : If that miniſteriall Aſſembly, and thoſe godly divines, ( ſo 
called and eſteemed) will not vouchſafe or condeſcend to give me as 
anſwer, I ſhould be unwilling to bea Proſelite to ſuch men. But 
my comfort is, that he that inhabits eternity will diſcourſe with me 
in the inner man, within my owne vail, When I ſhall not be admit. 
ted, or accounted worthy to come within a thouſand foot of a Synod 
Thave read, that Mahomet when he had publiſhed his Alcaron, m 
man muſt comment, dare to diſpute, or call in queſtion any part of 
it, be it never ſo abſurd, mcredible, fabulous, and ridiculows, it 


muſe 
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Lens! ferrous, afrit bes; | 

e, Fraſts f [0 
angel ; bs Mt if 224, i228 7 | 
att to the bene eſſe of « Common-wealth, 
Att in dominion and authority over 
Ftlke much of the ſpirit in their pray- 
ther muſt upon paine of dammation , 


wr, and preathingr, 

# hereſie, at leaſt; others if they preach it, or declare-it, muſt be 
termed by them, Enthuſtalts,and what not. Can we exrlaime thus 
OFeſtus dies hominis ! 1f that the light of reaſon only were not 
fifled, and choakgd in the world by the nationall Preiſts and their 
Proſelites pretended divinity. men would not be ſo much deceived. 

Do not take notice of names, as Epiſcopal, Preſbiter, and Indepen- 
tent, for aqnan may uſe either of them, Without wrath or malice, a 
man may ay unto you all, do as you would be done by. Let God a- 
mg Fry ) to deſtroy all unrighteonſneſs , and to add Cu- 
bit to our ſtatures; Whoſoever thou art, if thou art righteous, thou 

canſt not hinder anothers Wickedneſs, and fals, untill God Wills it; 

ſoif thow art Wicked, thou canſt not hinder anothers righteouſneſs 

wleſs God wills it, God hath brought forth varietie in the World, 

andone thing ſhall not hinder another till the Supream cauſe :of all 
will hinder as to.man, and further as to man. 1Methinks it would be 
re ſreitabte to frogfonany thing ny-one 
be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall even reveale it unto him, and that 
world be the ceſſation of contention in Epiſcopalls, 4 nngs and 
Independents ſo called. 1 defire onely to manifeſt a ſtriking at the 

rote of any evill, as I am ſtriken lovingly of Godthe Hm 
uſe, I deſire him alone to perfet the work in righteouſneſs, and 
tobring forth judgement and truth unto vittory whew he will, both 
to thee, and me. 1 write this unto man, not for libertie, but to de- 
elare what grounds I have in my owne conſcience for the ſame of 
lim, and from him,who gives and continues libertie, and holy com- 
pacency in a divine willzn priſon and out; [ have beene under an ex- 
traor dinary temptation( of & from the Devill & Satan,that for the 
preſent hath Crowns in the world )that I might not manifeſt my ſelf 
in this particular way but God hath anſwered all Arguments that I 


can,and paradventnre alſo that thou canſt makg. If I ſhall be y ron 


ftrikgs be Saints, I 
ay en NYT, Faeroe Gels. 
the Senſe: {jus Ly root Yon raps 


Thine in the ſervice of the ever. 
ee Jokes Chl , as in the generati- 


> E mporarie Potentates, (that now are) you muſt 
20 tothe great Grave of your Fathers, even 
you Murable, living, and dying Potentates, you 
muſt be inc!oſed in rhe Concave of the earth, 
You Principle Counſels. the beſt of you not 
k much betcer then your fachers : nay, if ſome of 
| your fathcrs were extant in the Viſible life, you 
would hardly counterpoiſe them in a ballance: if you would ſuffer 
your (elves to be weighed , you would be found roo light.” Oh? 
you ſpirituall Senſitive Synods or other Afſemblies inthe whole 
World : V Vhat though you break out without an abſolute holy 
zeal of the eternall God, (but yet with zeal). with a zcal to 
ſet up your ſelves, or to honour cternity with the thoughts of 
your ſelves,with the direQorics of your own hearts. Interrogemmus 
Prophets, Interrogemus eApeſtolos, Interrogemuns Scripturas, In- 


' terrogemis Chriſtum : Have not many of your Nationall fathers 
- erred, not knowing the true and reall minde of the minifeſtations 


of that incomprehenſible God ? Have not many of your fore-ta» 
thers, even you your ſelves varied from Apoſtolicall know- 
ings and livings in the Spirit ? If I did think Antichriſt would nor 
lye, or if you were competent Judges of your own hearts (in this 
great time of your tontention for Maſterics, for power and au- 
thority, for the ſitting in the uppermoſt Rocms of tealts, for 
Judging according to your ſelves) you would teil me rhat you 
have all gone out of the way, and that you are altogether become 
abominable, even in the eyes of the divine inviſible preſence, as it 
isin the Son of the Fathers love ; and alſo in your own cyes : 
Have not many of you endeayoured to finde out the profound, 
unſearchable riches of the incomprehenſible God, who is every 
where, in all the natures of things ; and yet can hide himfelf in 
r<lation to any thing beſide —_— ſo chat they (hall nor per- 
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(2 ) 
ceiye him ? May not God work upon the Left hand, and opon 


the Right hand, & you ſee him not ? ſurely it's recorded that ob 
was in ſack acondition Job 23- 9: Have you not ctiteavoured to 
finde ot that one indiviſible mind, that one unakerable God, as 
if you contained him in the hollow of your hands, in one aſſocia. 
red, aſſembled company ? 0h ! then traly thoſe wy ave pleaſ. 
ed to call Seftaries, of all men are moſt miſerable. Have not you 
thought you might knde truth's gloty by the knowledge of the 
Etymologie ot words, by your artificiall fearning and-parrts, by 
finding out the fallible derivations ard nationall charigings of 
Termes? Have not your Sermons been cunningly and artificially 
compoſed, like Menander his two Comedies Andria and Po. 
rimhia, which were very unlike in compoſition ? And hath not 
this deceived the hearts of the people, though your ſubjeA mat. 
ter, (as you will fay) differ little? Donot you in your great 
contentions endeavour to make a Uniformity in worſhip, (which 
youare plcaſed to call circumſtantials, or to give ſome other 
flight.name toit, ) and alſo an-Uniformity in your fubſtantialls ; 
ſo that the Magiſtrates have been as the Prieſts, or the Priefts as 
the Magiſtrates; and fo Prieſts, Magiſtrates, and people have 
been almoſt all one ? But you muſt likewiſe go to the Sepulchre 
of your fathers,to be intoombed,or hidden myſtically inthe con- 
teyning Bowels of the earth, the grave of the eternall God for 
all. Yeſterday it was toa perſecuting Papiſt,afterwards to a perſe- 
cuting Proteſtant power, and to day is to a domineering Presby- 
ter, Hinc ille Lachryme, here is -unſtedfaſtneſs in all our wayes, 
here is perſecution under 3. adulterated formes : though I menti- 
on only theſe formes, I complicate other formes whatſoever t 
are in the world, that are not of God even the Father, as = 
dered in the body of the Lord Jefus Chriſt. Give me leave to 
reaſon with you, and take all in good part ; forl freely give in a 
loving confideration : bur let me tell you in this hetle TraR, that 
which I apprehend, will in the time of the inviſible, omnipo. 
tent Father peirce you to the very heart ; even ſome of you in 
this Generation before it paſſeth away, by that word which en- 
dures for ever. Ohthou Papiſt | haſt thou Iefas, Teſus, ſo much 
in thy mouth ? Oh thou Proteſtant ! haſt thou Chriſt as much in 


thine? and thou Presbyterhalt thou the Lord Jeſus as much in 
thy 


Ps C57 


(3) 
thy mouth as either of the former, to throw both down ; and o, 
thers alſo that are in a farm of contrariety to thee, and to make 
thy ſelf anabſolute Lord, an abſolure lover of thy ſelf, an abfo- 
lute pleaſer of thy-ſelf, an abſolure liver to thy ſelf : I only give 
theſe names, becauſe you are capable of thoſe names you own 
ur ſelves by, and diſtinguiſh your ſelves; and indeed are di- 
inguiſhed in the world ; therefore be not offended at it. 
Youwſpeak much of Chriſt, and your own ordinaryand fre- 
quent expreſſions to maintain your own 7s Divinuns are fre- 
wently in your - mouths (nay, I think in your hearts.) You 
ja indeed Interrogemus Chriſtum, but you do take councell 
with your ſelves, and if you, or any of you, ſhall be fubje& to 
the ſweer teachings of God, of the molt holy,true, and abſolute, 
you will cell me hereafrer,' or others, if not: me, or your ſelves, if 
nor others ; or be told of God that you did proclaim a Faſt, but 
you inteded to cut of Naboaths head before hand ,to ſtone poor 
Naboath & all becauſe he will live in the inheritance of his Fa- 
ther, You will ay that you had ſelf-contrivings, and Law-ma- 
kings, to deſtroy thoſe that would walk, and live, and ſpeak, as 
being the inheritance, and in the inheritance of the Father, of 
freeneſs, love, and excellencie : You will ſay that you with 
the will of yourſelves, and the minde of your ſelves, (thou 
unſceingly to. you, the minde of the incomprehen(ible ) did make 
way for Stigmatizing,and Stigmatizing Informers ;/if you faſted 
from your ſelves, if you did not ask councell of your ſelves in the 
forms of truch ;- make interrogatoriesto your ſelves, and anſwer 
our own queſtions; it would be a great queſtion whether you 0- 
—_ the yoyce of God,or walked after your own premeditated 
Ordinances, Laws,and Deſignes. What though your Counſels,(as it 
is recorded of Herod in the peoples appreheations ) do ſpeak as 
the Oracles of God? what though you make your ſelves ſtrong 
by arguments drawn from your vaſt Humane Intelle&ts, (accord- 
ing to the formall denomination of witdom and underftaznding 
in the world.) it is all bur your ſetves, it is but the high glory of 
an extegior and myſticall Antichriſt ; it is but ad res inanes tndia 
convertere ; It is that, that hath deceived all the Nations of the 
world, and doth deceive the people & mulcitudes of the carth, 
and make them to wonder at you : and indecd it hath not only 
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drawn the earthly, and beguiled the ſimple, ignorant of God 
through deceipt, but alſo the heavenly, the Saints of the moſt 
high, thoſe that are in the fathers boſome, & glorious teachin 
even to make a Diſciple for a ſeaſon to deny his Maſter ; till 
ſubſtance, the inviſible, incomprehenſible God hath given them 
to ſee himſelf more, and alſo themſelves and others, and to ſe 
and live to themſelves and others lefs, and to ſee him inmoſt of 
all; within every vail, within whom nothing is,, and without 
whom nothing is, or is not : isit not evident in the world, that 
Synods and Aſſemblies have more looked upon, and judged 
truth to be according to mens various argumentative varieties, 
according tothe ſeeing of the eye, and the hearing of the ear, 
rather then the true and reall diſcendings of. God in their own 
underſtandings, by the abſolute ſpirit, witneſs, Teſtimonie, or 
manifeſtation of the ſole ſupream ? 

How many thouſands of adulterous voyces have the world 
heard and worſhiped with, even with the Supereminenteſt names 
of Glory ? how many falſe and uncertain ſounds have the Plebei- 
ans { ſo called by many in ſcorn) affeted from a {anſidich,, or x 
Terreſtriall Politician, or an affected & ſelf-affeRing Prieſt, when 
the ſound have been given by rhoſe that have the power of the 
Aire, that are the princes, Lords, Counſellors, and Synods of the 
World, hath not errour been affeRed from them, if under glori- 
ous names, and curious expreſſions ? let the Generation that is 
now, be Judge, Oh you Lords ! you Conſellors of the earth : 
Oh ! you Cedars in the world your Kingdome, you have inter- 
woven your ſelves into the language ofthe Almighty, and mixt 
your droſs with the precious, and fcarce-known truths in the 
VVorld ; But your mixture deſtroys not the ſubſtance, but the 
ſubſtance in the fulneſs of time ſhall-deſtroy your mixture : but 
how many, or whether all =_ ſhall be faved in that day,I deter- 
mine not;he alone knows, before whom, all things are naked, and 
not vailed. | 

Truly Potentates I ſee {when I behold him, or when I am ra- 
ther made to behold him, who is the cauſe of all, and of me, that 
am in particular, and of what lam, whom I deſireto liveunto) 
mans highnels to be lowneſs ; mans ſtrength, to be weakneſs; 
mans promiles to be pertideouſneſs ;mans liberty to be bondage; 


mans. 
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(5) 
mans Communion to be far different from the Commnnion w.:th 
the Father and the Son in the aQive, ſubſtantiall,immurable, e- 
ternal ſpirit : I ſee mans truths to be vanity and a lye; mans love 
to be wrath, mans goodneſs and conſtancie tobe all to himſelf, 
and man with God in his heart, as by his underſtandings con- 
tration. and man with God in his mouth co carry on the de- 
figne of his worldly Kingdome and glory. 

Truly earthly ſcourgers and Tormentors in your own King- 
domes and glories, your intentions to ſcourge and afflit, do 
make me to looke to the interioreſt, & to ſee 1f poſſiblel can by 
that meaſure of glory miniſtred to me, how Iam as to the 
great Jehovah ; and how I mult be to him, and for him and nor 
toyou, for you, norto him for you, but that I might be all for 
him, and all from him if poſſibly to you, to him, that ſo | might 
ſee what I have been and am unto my ſelfe, But in the conſumma- 
tion of my thoughts I conſidered this with my ſelfe, I (hall not 
be truely able to endure the brunt of violence,if my contrarietie 
be to you only with the fleſh, it is but Sathans Kingdom divided 
againſt it ſelf, whoſe Kingdom and glory mult ceaſe, and mult be 
demonſtrated to be vile and contemprtible, for theſe two {which 
are bur one) contraries in this ſeeming diviſion, ſhall at length 
finde and feele the abſolute contrary, the ſupream,and the ſupere- 
minent,the head.the Judge. In my alone ſeriouſneſs 1 —_ 
that I had been a profeflor(of and out of the Church of England 
ſocalled )but my profeſſion made me no Saint: for it is the alone 
abſolure and reall ſanRification in the Spirit that muſt make me a 
Saint 8& a profeſſor,1 did finde according to the ſubſtance of exa- 
mination & ſcrutiny,that my profeſſion nory mult ſurely be mor 
then formerly;that it muſt have an abſolute life or elſe a fire would 
quench ir,& the looks of Lordswould abaſh it,a priſon would im- 
priſon it when I ſhould be in and our,if I ſhalbe our after Iam in, 
irwould cauſe a ceſſation,and honour and credit and preferment 
amongſt men would enſnare me, and with it's ſmiles would in- 
trapme;Bur Lord let not the [ ords excellencies,mutabilities, glo- 
ries, in fine Vanities,-intrap me, let not. my profeſſion be meerly 
aprofeſſion of the etcrnall and everlaſting beeing and name ac- 
cording to things without me in the ſimilitude of the profelli- 
on of the worid, generally, cofuſedly, and from an exterior cx. 

C 3 trajudiciall 
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trajudiciall aFeRion, that eternitic would comprehend me 2x 
knowingly to me {as well as knowingly to himſelfe, who com; 
prehends all chings knowingly ) in the true ſerious and reall nz, 
rare of ſanRtification; and that my profeſſion may be the true and 
realt efluxs of ſuch a glorious comprehenſion; 

Burt Princes, Nobles, and Counſels, not worthy to be named 
ſo, in relation to the abſolute ſupreame ; I deſire ro: behold 
a diſtance; when I am truly ated in contemplation of the Prince, 
the abſolute, the true, the infallible, unſpeakable ; though I eek 
of the falſe, though 1 ſpeak of the fallible and mutable, I deſire 
not tocenter there ; Ideſire only to ſpeake of the fading, and 
dying glories, as being United to him who comprehends the 
mutables,the exteriors, and the interiors, and ſpeaks of them,and 
ro them, and give them their names and places, 

Bur Satan that Divell tempted me, and endeavoured to have 
Dominion over me and it preſented it ſelf ro my exterior, and 
approached violently with curious attire, fine expreſſions, the 
language of the moſt High to have admittance ; but the interior 
(Echank the 1ord ) had _ recourſe to the Interioreſt, ro the 
comprehending the myſticall God, the comprehending incom 
prehenfible, Me thought 1 had theſe things preſented me, if you 
will not walk according to the Law of Nobles, Lords, and Po. 
tentates, you will be cruſhed, they will binde you in chains, will 
nor [ct you live in the world, Impriſon your poor body,make you 
to be deſpiſed of all men,if thy proteſſion or the things thou liveſt 
in, & knowelt, were more generall ; then thou mighteſt have ho- 
nour, credit, and reputation in the profeſſion thereof, thou 
wouldeſt have friends in the unrighteous Mammor ;.the H; 
Prieſt s,the Scribes & Phariſtes,& the Do@ors of the Law are 
Avtagoniſts , but het was the time for the abſolute Lord to apy 
pear, and his appearance caufed contrarietie to the Logds 
or Agents : then I (deſpiſed;contemned, inconfiderable perion) 
did deſire that I might behold the abſolute Lord, and might now 
conrend in the ſpirit, and ſpeak by the power of the hi the 
cauſe of all cabs. the God of all natures, the father otall [rits; 
and might now be made unwilling to ſtand before him, as bei 
any thing ; and that 1 might be what hewill'd, and might not 
be what he nil'd, Abſolute ſupream, ove Abſolute ellour; 
: (yet 
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(7) 
mote wiſe then Counſellours )tet me be abaſed,fo as in tny a- 
baſement thou aboundeſt,in me,ro me, though thou art incapable 
ef abounding inthy ſelf:thou who comprehegdeft the heavetts & 
the earth the conſtellations,glories, and powers of both ; let the 
icular,produRed,viſible form and ſhape ; even me in particu- 
ſee thee who art alone praiſe- worthy If the world have a piti- 
fon for me, tell me rhat the priſon is thine, both before and 
when I am there; and let me know that nothing divides rhee and 
me ; for thou art indivitible, and mayeſt, when thon wilt, be 
ſeen in all the natures of things. 0h thou eternall triumphant 
God ! let me live in the wondering and admiring of thy holy, 
unſpotred fulneſs : let me not look upon ſpots any more, upon 
ineſſes any more , but with the communication of thy fut- 
= {rrmmnades. furs that 1s, let me not look upon things by the 
wiſdome of ſelf, by the ſenfuall wiſdom, the wiſdome of the 
ſh; let me not look upon a lye any more to be deceived by it,to 
ive upon it, to live to it, to be delighted in it » thou that haſt 
habitation and habitations, and yet haſt no habitation at all to 
incloſe thee,comprehend thee,inviron thee,&do go00d unto thee; 
thou haſt eternally will'd it, let me be the habitation of thy 
wiſdome, though a priſon ſhall be a habitation for me : 0h 
ſweet God ! how ſweet will it be, that I (hould be a habitation for 
thy inviſible, indiviſible ſelf, inthe ſpirit of underſtanding :'con- 
quer that Divell for me whom thou haft made and given power 
todeceive, and yet haſt power to conquer him; and if thou haſt 
aminde that I ſhall ſpeak of thee, and acknowledge thee, mani- 
{ it, and then ler me not fear the face of a man whoſe breath 
in his noſtrils ; bur yet Lord ler me have that courage that be- 
longs to thy immutable lite,and to thoſe that live unto God, and 
not themſelves. | 
When I ſhall,or if Iſhall be brought before Magiſtrates, Kings, 
Counſellours, or Judges of the earth, let not that move me ; let 
tie not be toſſed to and fro by them, fo asto give up or make 
recantation of thoſe thngs thou manifeſteſt by thy eternallim- 
letme be before the Magiſtrate and judge as knowingly 
anthe preſence of the judge of Magiſtrates and Judges; and let 
me ſpeak as in thy prefence : Lord I have ſpoken in private of 
thee and to thee; and thou vouchſafeſ to reaſon with with me , 


and 
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and diſcourſe with me, but man is vain, man is ſenſuall, man ig 
proud, and the lofty ones would be more lofty, then the lofty 
one that inhabits ggernity. Wilt thou inviſible God draw mets 
ſpeak to thee, and furniſh me with arguments : and ſhall I be ++ 
raid to ſpeak of thee, to thee, in the face and hearing of a dying 
man ? But Lords of the earth, Lords in time, I may truly fay as in 
the preſence of the Lord of times and ſeaſons ; 0h Lord my God! 
other Lords belides thee have had Dominton over me, (have been 
in me che head ofa deligne)) but by thee will I only make menti- 
on of thy name. 

T eniporarie Lords, Connſellours, Synods, if he that ſees would 
make you ſee, that fay you ſee ; if he that apprehends, would 
make you apprehend, you would ſee your ſelves , neither Lords 
to your ſelves, nor Lords to others in things concerning the inyi. 
ſible life; you would be glad to have your ſelves dethroned, and 
the abſolute ſupream in all your titular, momentary glories x 
lone dignified, and exalted. | 

But Mutable Dominion, what will it avail inthe day of the 
Triumph of the abſolute perpetuall Triumphant 3 when ſorrow 
and mourning ſhall fic away from your abjeats,the off-ſcum, and 
off- ſcouring of your worldly glory : when fears,death and Hell, 
when worſe then the Plagues of Egypr ſhall fall upon you,& pol. 
fels you,even you that have had the pleaſures of Egypt, & powe 

iven not only to your ſelves, but pleaſure in your ſelves to 
courge the Nations, eſpecially the refining Jewels of the grex 
God of heaven and earth. 

Me thinks 1 {ce and hear, that the Lords of the earth, the Pv 
tentates of the world ; the praying, the preaching, the faſting 
the fleſhly glories, and the ſpirits of Antichriſt {but I muſt con 
fels with ſome comfort, it is only during their time of dominion 
and whilſt their place is to be found) endeavour to deſtroy the 
prayers of Saints by praying, the declarations of Saints by 
Preaching to:deltroy the glory of trug,reall, and abſolute faſt 

. ing, by faſting. 

1his Nationall Interrogatory may be indeed asked ; Whit 
Religion do you profels ? May there not be a generall cry by 
thoſe that ſee ? May there not be a Trumpet founded in the Ns 
Lions of the World {but more eſpecially in the commonly called 
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(9) 
houſe of Facob, or Exgland,) that ſeemingly there is a daily de- 
light to know the wayes of the moſt high ; as if a Nation that did 
righteouſly, and did not forſake the ordinances of the great 
God; as if they walked according to the ditamen of the. abſo- 
lute ſole ſupream, and lived according to the abſolute ſpirit of 
the eternall God in the truth of underſtanding : do they not ſeem 
to ask of God he Ordinances of Juſtice,when their own prame- 


- ditated, przordinated, fleſhly, Antichriſtian Ordinances, Lawes, 


and Statutes, are maintained by their fleſhly, carnall, accompliſh- 
ing power ? Bur.theſe delight in their approaching to, and by 
the name of the cternall God, 

Have we not the Monarchs, the powers of the world, of Na- 
tions, the ſpirits of darkneſs, death, hell , and the Grave that 
challenge the holy one of //rae/ to his face, that inſultingly, and 
dominceringly, and as much as in them lie, blaſpheme the -abſo- 
lute ſupream wiſdome : and would be in the place of the ſupream 
Cauſe ; or would have the ſupream Cauſe to be their ſervant ? 
and they to be Maſter to that eternall, abſolute, undefiled, immu- 
table glory; as if they ſhould fay, we have faſted and thou ſeeſt 
not; have we obſerved dayes. and moneths.and years,and obſer- 
veſt thou not ? We love the Nation with our hearts, and we will 
preſerve the Nation with our prayers :- Shall we obſerve a day, 
and wilt thou not obſerve both the day and us ? We have not 
only afflited our bodies, but our very ſouls : if bodily whippings; 
ſcourgings, and laſhings of our ſelves, (as many of us are perſwas 
ded in our underſtandings) will not move thee : yer our affli- 
ing our ſoules, & piercing our ſelves through with many ſorrows, 
or reducing our ſelves in body & ſoul into a ſ#per-ſuperlative way 
of adne(s and affiition,will, muſt move thee : Wilt thou take n# 
knowledge of this excellent daies work of ours? We came with 
an intent to have thee know what we would have thee know,and 
do, what we would have thee do againſt Heyeticks and Seftaries, 
diſturbers of the Peace;we would have thee our ſervant,our ſave, 
but we wil not ſay ſo,for that wil too much undeceive the world; 
if out of pur own mouth we ſhould judge our ſelyes, we ſhould 
no more binde the world in tempotarie chains, and in fetters of 
our own deviſing. But Oh Lords ! Oh you Monarchs ina Nati- 
on and Nations ! you have here in = little TraRt, but an carneſt 
by : of 


(10) 
of your charge drawnup ; but when the interioreſt of all, when 
that knowing, ſeeing,and judging God,rhat lofty one ſhall come 
and judge you according to that you are withm, (for yon are 
not alwaies the fame without that you are within) Whar 
areyee? Whar difference ſhall yon fee?Shall-you nor ſee a change, 
atid a vaſt diſproportion betweeen 2 Lord, and a Lazar: that 
was captivated to the light and knowtedg of the abſoturte Lord : 
But Lords, or powers of the World, by what name or titke ſoever 
diſtinguiſhed, what though in the day of your faſting you found 
teaſure and delight yet 1t was but an exaftion of your own la- 
_ zye faſted for frife and prayed for debate, and to ſmite 
with the fiſt of wickedneſs, as a Nation that did righteouſneſs, 
juſtice, aneSmercie ; as if you lived to the higheſt formes of trurh, 
in relation ro hamanity, and likewiſe to infallible and abfolute 
Divinity ; but in the 5 8 of 7/#. yot may ſee your Image even by 
Nationall fathers before you, when the abfolute alone fu- 
pream judge ſhall enter into judgement, and give grinding to the 
rinders, ingivitig eternalt burthens to rhoſe that have rempora- 
rily dutthened, bound and'oppreffed. O then ler the moun- 
tainsand'Rogks fall orr us. #nd the Hills cover us from the pre- 
ſence of thejudge : Oh they ! 70 ne Dzvines, Teachers, In 
ſftigators, Inſtyuers (as you faid of your ſelves) in righteouſneſs, 
bac hiding place ſhall we have ? Bat you ſay or think,it may be, 
that there is no ſuch thing to be expeted, therefore you will take 
another mans word, 1 wiſhTcouldtruly fay (ifir were the will 
of eternity') much good may it do ye. 
When the abſolute ſupream ſhall faſten this to your Conſcien- 
, Which as yet paſſeth wm as a tale thatis told unto you, 
"'% Iſai. Your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers 
with iniquity ; _our lips have ſpoken lyes, you conceive miſchief, 
+ and you bring tonth- iniquity ; you hatch Cockarrice eggs, and 


weave the Spiders webb : bur your eggs, ifthey are eaten, chey 
that eat them die ; and if any with the power of life, manifeſta- 

' tion, and underſtanding of the Abſolute, cruſh your eggs, they 
break forth-preſently into a viper ; but when erernicy will enter 
into judgement ; when the Hlands hall flie away, and the Moun- 
tains not be found, when the hearing ofthis voyce ſhall be mani» 
feldtd, Kev, 6, 10, &e, 


Oh 


— _ 
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Oh Lord, (net Lords ) holy and true, doeſt thou not judge and 
zy/enge our blood on them that dwell on the earth, (hall the glo- 
ricot rhe heavens afford you any comfort ? they ſhall be roil'd 
together like a ſcrowl: ſhallthe Kings of the earth, and the great 
menthe richmen, & the chief Captains (your ſervants) the migh- 
ry men,the bond men,rhe freemen,the Dens, Rocks & Mountains 
afford you comfort and ſuccour? Shall mukicudes ? (hatl kind- 
reds, Nations, Tongues ? ſhallpower and authority ? ſhall a La- 
dic ? ſhall a Queen?ſhall a woman arrayed in purple, and ſcarlet 
colour, decked with Gold & precious ſtones, with aGoldencup 
in her hand ? Rev. 17. Shall the Merchants of the carth,with their 
Merchandiſe -of Gold, Silver, and Precious ſtones ? ſhall qhe 
Fruits that your ſoul lufted after ? (hzll che Shipmaſters ? Kes.-x8. 
ſhall the Parliaments ? ſhall the Synods ? ſhall the Commuarrees ? 
No ſurely Lords : Oh then? happy is he whoſe God is the Lord. 

Bus Counſellors, but earthly Polititians,when you ſhall be ar. 
raigned in the interiour man by the interioreſt , the all-ſecing 
?Zehovah, the infinite everlaſting, the abſolute Lord : VVhar arc 
many Lords, and what are many 1dolized falſe Gods ? when you 


' ſhall be called Gods, and Lords, and come to be judged, arraign- 


ed, condemned by the abſolute non-reſpeter of perſons,as men 
in the inwardelt cogitations, minde, & underſtanding with-theſe 
aggravations that lic in the wifdome of eternity, ro make and 
manifcſt,your Webs ſhall not become garments, neicher thall 
yee cover your ſelves with your works; for your works are works 
of iniquity, and the AR of violence is 1n your hands, 

But inthe midit of all my thoughts I was ſore oppreſſed inmy 
own fpirit, &1 was willing ts give up my ſelf;even'the exteriour 
&rhemerior life to oy abſolure. To/live inthe workd 
I was unwilling, yer willing ; for live I mutt, and inthis confide- 
$ation live Iwould, ſoong as the giver-or the taker pleaſerh ; 
let him do with me what ſeemeth him good im his own eyes : 
But Iſaw man, or the temporary Lords mxhe world comending 
to amend;6c _ 1faw that which-was-mended by -man, 
-was but amended with a fancy ; and that which was amended 
with a fancy, was laccrated and torn withanother: : one mans 
.amending another inthe-world, in relation touhe ſupeteminent 
EO 4 CD Mod" 
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mending a paire ofſhooes, that may be for a fortnights or leſ 
(not much more) walking, will wcare them out, ſo that it 
be fayed, as you were, or rather worſe then you were, for t 
amendings periſh with the uſing ; therefore I may fay, Ne ſutra 
wltra Crepidam. | 
But that which I beheld in the world, I deſired the ſupream 
to deſtroy in me, for I thought with my ſelf, it may be I may 
contein all the innormities of tkewhole Orb, therefore I was in 
fine, made to reflet upon the ſupream, and the abſolute 
Lord and Lawgiver ; and when I by reflexion conſidered the 
foundation of all Generations, and I had no farisfaRion in the 
apprehenſion of the life of the Generations palt, or the life of 
e Generation that now is : I was reduced into the foundation, 
and that gave me ſome ſweet ſolacing,and ſome pleaſant refreſh. 


ing. 
"Bur in ſeeing I beheld, and in my view I ſaw the Lords of the 
earth had inlarged, and were ever inlarging their beds of 
pleaſure, to take pleaſure in their excels, and their tempora 
glories : Methought I ſaw them reſolved fo far as mutable Lord 
could reſolve,to keep to their own Lawes, Statutes, Ordinances, 
and to make them unto themſelves, and demonſtrate it unto 0- 
thers, as if ir were the abſolute, true and infallible Sabbath of 
reſt, and commendable by the moſt high. And when I did upon 
the Lords caſting me into ſerious conſideration ; behold 
the Lord by the glimmerings of the ſupereminent and ever. 
laſting glory opening the Seals : I ſaw beaſts in the ſhape of 
men going forth conquering, and to conquer, with bows in their 
hands, Rev 6. And 1 ſaw and expeRted an Arrow to pierce all 
thoſe who held the Teſtimony of Jeſus; I ſaw the Lords and the 
PPorentates of the Aire, thoſe that had the power of Nations and 
Kingdomes (ſo long as they had the Crown) go forth conquer- 
ing, and to conquer. But Lord if it be thy will, make me allo to 
will to receive. (if thou willdſt to give) at Arrow from that 
Bow. The life ſupereminent was no ſooner held out, the Seals 
were no ſooner opened by the eternall ſupereminent judging 
word ; but. preſently another beaſt repreſented. it ſelf ( 1o long 
as it had the Crown) to take peace from the earth, and to kill 
with the ſword, Bur 0h Lord Abſolnte and Eternall ! I cannot 


fay 


ol 
- 


(13) 
fay that thou wile not reveale thy ſelfto any one, becauſe thou 
doeſt not reveal thy truth to. many a one; but if thou wilt reveal 
what thou haſthid, and hide what thou haſt revealed, thy will be 
done : the generations of the world, are ſervants to thy My- 
ſticall glory, and to thy incomprehenſible Majeſty ; draw me up 
unto that ſupereminent life in the truth of apprehenſion and uns 
derſtanding, that ſo I may live in that life chough I am kill'd with 
the ſword. . 

Alſo I ſee a further accompliſhment, and in the accompliſhing 

I behold even inthe temporarie world, a horrible perſecution 
and affliction upon the exteriour formes, and natures of things : 
methougtit I ſaw violence on every ſide, perſecution and afflicti- 

-0n underall formes, to ſtifle the Teſtimony : mechought I ſaw 
the beaſt, the powers of the world, the. Aire, the Kings of the 
earch, the great men, the rich men, and the chief Captaines, and 
the mighty men, (that had the remporarie Crown given them ) 

endeavour by all waics and means poſſibly to deſtroy the Teſti- 
fyets, and the Teſtifyers Teſtimony. Methought I ſaw the tem- 
porany and ; wh infernall Nobles of the earth, that' wear the mo- 
mentany and yet perpetuall Crown of Hell and death in them- 

ſelves according to the power that is committed unto them, a&t- 


-ing perſecution in one form upon the Neck of another, which is 
.the manifeſtation of the varieric, and yet unity of that ſtate, that 


body of Antichriſt, Helland death, ſword, hunger, and beaſts of 


the earth,cven Epheſian beaſts after the manner of men: and then 


I faw the doom of thoſe that have the Teſtimony of the Lord Ie- 
ſus : and I brake out into Admiration in my lf 0k eternity! how 
dd the Nations of the world, the Nationall powers of the world, 
hear, and ſee, and read, and ſeem, and would be ſuppoſed to un- 
derſtand, yet they ſee not nor underſtand, and yer they ſuſpe& 
not themiclyes, but teach and declare of r cher — aaa f- that 
are chriſtians & walk in the life ſupereminent. Bur Nobles of 

the earth, take this only if =_ can lovingly,tilI am more loving- 
ly inflamed, or uncill ther will manifeſt himſelf more unto 
you,or me,cvenin the interioreſt in the dividing aſſuder,rending, 
and tearing in pieces of all you fleſhly deceirtull glories, where=- 
by you have for many hundred years paſt, deceived the people 
of carth ; ] am no diſpurer of the world, I deſire to be oo 
| teltra .. 


” 
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teltra and not Oedipxe. I defire not to inſinuate with you but tg 
live ro my God: the God and Lord abſoluce, .mercifull, holy, 
undefited and eternail ] delire only of the father that I unworthi.. 
neſs & weakneſs,may liveto him and with ham in the interioreſ, 
ſubtimeſt, and trueſt ; and that thou worthuneſs , gloriouſneſs, 
wouldeſt underſtandingly as to me, comprehend my particular, 
and do what thou wilt with me in my exterior, or in this viſible 
world : if thou worthineſs and truly eternall Lord, wilt furcend. 
er me up into the hands of the Lords and powers of the earth, 
that a& in a conſtitution of perſecution: Let me in the interior 
ſay Amen. 
But yet Sathax that Divell tempts me z but yet me thinks I am 
ſurrounded and invivoned in this my pilgrimage, and :methiaks 
the exteriors of the world operate, 1 te, dafpute, and reaſon 
with me and tempts my exterior to.conform me to its ſelf, and 
—_— in irs ſelf In in _ m_ the other 
day ſaying, (very Schifmatically, erroneouſly, and according to 
the wines of men) and denying the abſolure witneſs of the 
great Fehoah., denying thar Jeſus Chriſt is come. in thefleſh. de- 
nying that powers given crothe Son, Joving,to have:the 
minence, the uppermoſt Rooms at feaſts, and in 
ſetting themſelves in che place of God : atrributing that renheir 
fallible, deceiprfull, devilliſh underſtandings, aftings and con- 
trivings, that 15, ito be attributed 20:the alone ſuprcam ; not 
waiting when:God the abſolute changer will give repentance to 
thoſe that.beleeve notrhe trurh bur 'have pleaſure in uncigh- 
reouſnels.; earneſtly contending ( asthey ſay.) for the farh 
was once delivered tothe Sarncs, 1in-ſuch wayes of carnal ley, %by 
fuch carnallweapons'which were notuſed in the times of thit 
excellent, glovious, Apoſtvlicall miniſtrations of God, and conſe. 
:quentlydenying the glorious and ſuprecamipower of the ſpirit; 
giving themſelves to:fornication, and goingufter ſtrange fleſhro 
.deceve the:Nations,defilingithefleſh by: cheiwhithy dreanung, by 
-mpofingrichthinpsforan rioraodhip{mif Communic 
a5-are nut-coniftent, with the hife-and-glory ofthe Spirit in us. 
Whereas the fleſlv of Chrilt char vilible maniteftarion of God at 
Traſing 1600 yearsape, was lead according to trathings of 
the DivineGod ,ytdeſpilmg the true and -abfoluce my 
| 1gruties 
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(15) 
dignities of the moſt Righ, ſpeaking evill of thoſe things they 
not,and what they do know, as brute beaſts in thoſe things 
corrupt themſelves, running in' the way-of Cain, kifting their 
brethren im the fleſh, becauſe they are not of the ſame-judgement 


' m&underſtanding in the ſpirit, envying them in the offering of 


their ſacrifices, becauſe wy offer not their ſacrifices as they do : 
pulling and halling them before Magiſtrates, Counſelk, Powers, 
and Authorities, Imprifoning them, Baniſhing them, confining 
them, depriving them of therr liberties, accounting the world not 
worthy of them, acoiring them the off ſeonring of all rhings, run- 
ning grcedily after the errour of Baalam for reward,ſetting ob- 

les inthe way of true,reall and unbhameable kberty of Saints, 
intheir true and glorious fez\tings of ſpirituall Charity and Love 
in the diſpenſation of the 'vartous gifts of rhe moſt High God, 
feeding themſelves withour fear, when others are living;walking, 
talking, lovingly converſing, eating and drinking in fear ; Clouds 
without water, Clouds covering the clear Heavens and Firma- 
ments as if they were full of warer, and as if ſhowres would pre- 
fencly fall, great Mountaines travelling in birth, Clouds carried 
about of winds : from Popery or Popiſh Epiſcopacy to Prelacy. 
in another form, and from that to Presbyterie, and thoſe that 
would have the fame wind of DoQrine ; the ſame teachings of 
fallible men to blow others, whetherſoever it blows them,whoſe 
fruits have often already withered from one age to another, and 
more then twice dead,and plucked up by theRoors,raging waves 
of the ſea, foming out their own ſhame, having nor the ſpirit of 
meeknes,gentlenes,tender mercy & compaſſion.chongh Stars, yet 
wandring Stars, towhom is reſerved blacknes of darknes for ever; 
and therefore they would draw all men unto them, Murmerers, 
Complainers, Informers,Reformers according ro their own ltfts, 
ſpeaking ſwelling words,having mens perſons in admiration be- 
cauſe of advantage (not knowing the glorious minde, infallible 
will of the eternall God, as the Apoltles of Iefus Chrift) Mock- 


ers walking after their own ly laſts, © ing themſelves 
by thepowen will, minde, fallibibry of faltible ual men, 
having not the ſpirit, denying any one bur themſetves, (and 
thoſe whom themletves approve of) to build up any in the holy 
faith or to Miniſter the gifts they have bad ofthe Ay 
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God: Teaching by neceſſarie unavoidable conſequences that their 
love, ſenſuall, carnall, mutable affe&ions are to be looked after 
before the loye of God 3 or as well as the love of God (though 
God the abſolute ſatisfyer,informer, and reformer farishes not. ) 
having no compaſſion but on themſelves & thoſe that they thinke 
they can by flattery draw to themſelves, making no difference 
but from themſelves, making no difference according to the true 
nature of difference , but only making a difference according 
to their Carnall Lawes, ordinances, Statutes , decrees, not 
endeayouring to fave others according to the true abſolute, 
infallible, holy , juſt, warrantable way of ſalvation, Endea- 
vouring to pull men that are ( as they fay erroneous ) 
of the fire with violence inſtead of feare , malice, hatred, inf+ 
priſonments, bonds, Endeavouring to pull others out of the 
fire, andfave others witha love, reſpeR, affeRion to their fal. 
lible mutable garments ſpotted with the fleſh. But oh,immurable, 
unſpotted,undefiled God!rhou who art able to preſent me fault. 
leſs before the preſence of thy glory with joy, let me not be (e- 
perated from any,or joyned to any when thou ſhalt ſeperate, 
till thou ſeperateſt and joynelt ; that ſo ſeperation may be of 
thee, & uniting may be of thee, and that I may hold forth the 
interior teachings, the hidden unſpeakeable myſterie of cal- 
ling and enjoying. Let me not walke according to the minde 
_ will, of the men of the world, that are ſomething and no- 
thing, that live and command according to the will of the fleſh, 
let me not walke according to the way of the; wandring ſtars, 
the wonders of the world, of mountains, of Thrones,of Princi- 
palitics and powers of the aire, of the Gods of nations preiſtly 
Counſels, and Magiſtrates of the earth choſen by men of the 
earth. Buc oh Lord! let my Exterior be what the Lord, and not 
what the Lords will. | | dl 
\Bur methoughc I ſaw the. preits of the nation in Pompe and 
gloxie, in kings, Monarches and potentates Courts : and. me- 
thought;] law. chem inſtigating the Civill, Magiſtrates: of the 
'world, and 1 ſaw,the pecſons, and their, waiesto be the Preiſtly 
Lineage znd che lacgetourcoFthe Lord Ilan is and is 
and Saints enemies, -who crucified the Lord, Jelus, -did kill and 
ſlay the Apoſtles, and Saints of the moſt high God, and bet 
convinc 


(12;)\ 
convigced of the glorie, power, and:truth of God, manifeſted in 
h6ſ Apolttes & Sainr Oe Leaks toextripatc & root them 
6ur from off the Hof the, earth,8 made them to wander up & 
down deftitute,affiRed, and tormented: And when they thought 

had extinguiſhed chem, and rooted them, aur. of the world, 

| led emooes the Apoſtles TaccelTours, Miniſters of the 
ror Jeſhs; arid Priefts of the high God, like certain of the Jews, 
Afts 19.1 3.yea Vagabond Jews, Exorcifts,who tooke upon them 
to call over them that had evill ſpirits, the name.of the Lord ]e- 
ſus, whom Paz Preached., But, here I was caſt into admiration 
why the world ſhoirld everthe more adnure the Preiits. of nai» 
ons 4rid their or pa (thar are the” ſcourgers of Saings, the ,1n- 
(tnſers of Matiſtrates )) becauſe they pretend io the Lord Jeſus 
whom Pasl did enjoy,and whom Pax/did preach;Bur preiſts,bur 
Minifters of the Goſpel 'as you call your ſelyes,) though 1 can ſay 
in fome meaſure; Telus Chriſt | know. & ſomewhat by.che power 
of that ereriial ſpirit 1 kow, which Payl Knew ; Bur who are. ye ? 
"Bur though you are" in my apprehenſion, the great enemies 
of the Lord Jefiis, and though | ſhall be jan anevill ſpirit 
you,a Devill,or what nor; I would not inſult over you though 
thad power over yqu. But it's 1 can onely ſay, that many of you 
ay be fayed ; it's the cternall, abſolute, and onely, wiſe can 
7, you ſhall. But yer Tthink you ſhall ſuffer the lyfle of your 
craft; for many perſecutors, both before and in the Afari.w per- 
ſecution became perſecuted ones; the Father called ſome of 
them from queenly,fieſh| carpal, Argichriſtian glory,to the fire: 
deſire; tha! yaa would nor be offended with words for I pro- 
febs ſcriviilly T ſpeak tier Fi ofhaxred, bue outof pitie to you 
that are in contrarictie to the. Lord Jeſus. Y ou often fay, you 
acknowledge a God, therefore expect not that 1 ſhould call you 
ods that haye opt , hor your works godsthat are , made. with 
nds, nor my All ab 1nds or underſtandings Gods, .even 
-whole''Syho8 or Contlatle, Bur the abſolute tupreame God 
Thall be,"Wheit You ats nor to be ſeen; Time. may be when your 
raft, as'wellas your predeceſſors craft may be ſcr at nought, 
arid'your gods and goddeſſes deſpiſed and all your magnificence 
od lndll- on h cre Were as, hy {more cager A005 Yolepe 
Mito 207 935 Worlbippers; PE 29S yOR < © caple, "Wy you 
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have the power in your hands, whileſt you have thy Fug Lords, 
and Potehtites of the earth to aR for yet.char ren 0 great a 
ſtir about that way which you partiall,fallible Judges call Here- 
fie : What though yours our great is Diu of the Epheſians ? 
what though you are full of wrath and bitterneſs, ſo that fire 
proceeds out of your mouth, and as much malice, envy,.apd di. 
velliſhcontrariery to all (except your ſelves) as can be luppoſed 
to be in the moſt barbarous and cruell; yet your Kingdom 1s not 
an everlaſting Kingdom, nor your Domimion an everlaſting do. 
minion, but the ſupreatn infallible Judge will come glorioully, & 
will not carry : It 1s but x Marian Trick, to x Come a.poor 
man,and to' hale' him, or indeayour to bring him before you 
Commanders in chief;your Magiſtracy and Counſels for Preach. 
ing. (as you call it) I will acquaint you with one thing, I provi 
dentially faw not long ſince in the Book ef Martyrs of one Raw- 
lins white a Piſhet ian of Cardiff, who was burnt for an Here- 
rick: a little beforethe fire fAaſht up to his body, many of his 
friends came to him and took him by the hand, and one held 
held him till che flame aroſe and ſeperated friends : but a Prieſt 
faid it was not lawfull tro take him by the hand, for he was an 
Heretick, and condemned by the , Church ; I wonder Mr; .Pryp 
doth not inſert this as of divine Authority, to prove the lawful. 
neſs of perſecution-and violence to be uſed to Hereticks. 
But Nationall Mimfters you are the Children, or the Chil- 
drens Children of thoſe that were ſo conſtituted, and did AR ac. 
cording to an unjuſt papall way, and as one fayth of them, C»- 
3#45 fetor nſq, ad nubes fumun teterrimum exhalubat, whoſe t 
ſtinck did fume evento the Clouds of Heaven, but indeed you 
did ſtill indeavour to cloth your ſelves finer and finer to make 
the world wonder at you, and think you were really for Refor- 
mation, but be not deceived ſo asto think that Godcan be mock. 
ed and deluded, though you finde men {almoſt the whole world) 
very facile and eafreto be deluded'with a lye, with a fancy, It 
was formerly wont to be ſaid, Aguus dei qui rollis peccata mwund; 
wwiſerere nob1s, but mult we take. it in this acceptation, Synodus 


Dez qui tolls peccata mundi, weiſerere nobie? Oh. the intolerable 
pride of Zxcifer ! Othe OE hugh Pricleinba are made 
by the power of the' great God, to confels they arc not i 

bleyyer aR asif they were, But 


nt. TR 


_ tn AM att. P—"I—_ — 


oY "on 72. WI” Y,nu"” 


- —  - WY W . 


19) 
But methinks Iſee and-behold (1: thank my, eternall life and 
only wiſe God ) my Lord to laugh at the Lords, my God at the 
Gods, the and my abſolute, immutable, perfeR, infallible infor. 
mer, and Reformer to laugh at the mutable, non-abſolute, im- 
pede, fallible.loformers, and Reformers ; but it may be theſe 
men-may be ſealed up to the judgement of the great Day : but 
the alone abſolute Judge knowes, and I am alone ſatisfied that 
he knows,and that he manifefts,and myſteriouſly containes in his 
inviſible ſelf what he pleaſerh. 

In my Soliloquies, 1n my withdrawings in ſecret before m 
God (of whom I deſire not to be aſhamed, and. unto whom all 
things are naked and bare) the contrarietie of the powers of the 
world, made me more now then ever in all my life to look 
up to God the incomprehenſible glory, to ſee if poſſible 1 might 
aAtain, or had attained to it, as apprehended of him z how I was 
pro him, which would be the greateſt comfort to me that could 

e : if the Lord ſhould lay ſome heavy. afliRion upon me, if I 
ſhould be brought before the powers of the world, for faw in 
the world,and mechinksI ſee and hear the Crowned Bealts (as 
well as the Saints of the moſt High, the fellowſhip of the bo- 
dy of the ſon of God that are about the Throne) cry Ho- 
ly, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was and is, and 
is to come, I ſaw the whole World in confuſion, and yer walk- 
ing in their place ; the beaſts in their place of adoration acknow- 
ledge the molt high God under the ſame forms of expreſſion or 
Miniſtration ofholine(s and gloty, that the. Saints of the moſt 
High did. Bur I ſee & underſtand variety of manifeltation of the 
great God of Heayen andeearth in diſtinRion. 

But I ſeeing and beholding the Beaſts of the earth to have 2 
Crown,power, and authority given them to kill with the ſword, 
under the name of the worſhip, ſervice, glory, and excellency of 
the maſt High God, and it made me thax have lived (in the time 
of my ignorance of God, or life co God with: God) after-the 
fleſh, deceir,formall man, teachings,and fallible apprehenſtons to 
look and ſee, if I could behold, or attain to ſee the eternal, ab» 
ſalure & infallible to comprehend mein the body of the Lord le- 

to ſee if Llivedo the life ſupereminer,to the life ſultain 
ing,evento the abſobe,ceve,-and not. fading — of 
2 giorys 


{(20) 

pfory, andto fee if Tlivedito the true beatns, tife andCommiuthon 
of true underſtanding. But |Doyds;Cotmſels,Synods,or Honourable 
men,of good,& admired literature,you that defire to be reformers 
of men for the ſalvation of ſouls, you that conceive your ſelvests 
be the men abſolutely infalkble in your ſelves, 8 undeniable tf. 
thers called of God more'then, rhe gerictation' of | wp ac Sy: 
nods before you,you that ſo well conceive of your ſelves that you 
a&not from Preiſtly Marian principles, as the Preiſts, your pre. 
deceſſors did, you alſo that hold foorth your doArine, as they 
did theirs , from your owneor your Fathers interprecation of 
Scriptures, you that endeavour-to limit and binde in Chayng 
of darkeneſſe and ſelfe, you that would have none teach bur 
your ſelves,or rather ro miniſter what they'apprehend of God,bur 
our ſelves as your Fathers before you. I-delire you and earneſtly 
1ntreate you, as you-tender the Scriptures of God which youſ #5 
if convincedly,' traly "and knowitigly: miintaine and” preach 
from) And' becauſe it may nor be faid-if you, ( if it be not-erue 
of you) according to that Rule of: imperiouſneſs earthlineſs, 
fenſuality, and Deviliſhneſs, wiſdom ( and yer folly) Sic volo fie 
qnbeo, ſtat pro ratione Voluntas; And furthermore becauſe it is ſaid 
in the 5 James 20.1et him knowthathe 'which-converreth a ſins 
ner from the errour 6f his 'way, ſhall ſave a ſoule from death, 
and{hall hide a multitude 6f firines, ( if you infallibly know: as 
many of you ſeeme conſtantly ro averr, that this Scripture be- 
fongs unto you, to make uſe of ) Conſider you are men, and not 
God. You are many men, and youhave-many minds, See and be- 
hold ( if you can) whether you rhay not be*condemned by the 
Eternall God , though you 'condemne not your ſelves, 
or judge your-ſelves ; if you are-now of one minde in your 
Afembly,you are not to be conſidered eternaly ſo;for yeſterday 
you were of one mind,to day,youate ofanother,8& before many 
daies or yeares come tobe coriſummatee by that eternall God, 
(whois uncapable of change)you may be of: another minde,con- 
trary to them both; you have hifſed at the generations; that 
have been paſt;8& ar the generation that is, but the generations 
that are to come may hiſs at you, and may be aſhamed of their- 
farhers pretended infallibilities; you or your fathers have Clipt: 
the wings, whipr, ſcourged, 'impriſoned the bodies,in fine abu- 
ſed 
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fe thoſethat hive-been contrary to you;what did you do as you 
would be done by? Did not many of you that pretend' to have a 
koly refpe& to the Sabbath, read (yout ſelves,or coiititenance the 
reading in orhers) the book of ſpores. And-will you'now make it 
your ſport ts perſecntE?, Did yournor Ive fare below the hea- 
verily glory of knowingand underftanding?How wiltit be with 
you,when God ſhall ſay'to your Confciences, you that thought 
you knew ſo much of me, did not know your ſelyes'; you that 
were ready,and violently 'teady to ſcourge,had need be ſeourged, 
even at the ſame time, of God. Iris true, I gave ybu underſtard- 
ivg/power, and Crownes on your heads,” and-1 will judge you 
according ro what you are, and ith what-you have, asI have 
your fathers before you. Time was, when you would take notice 
of none crowned bur-your ſelves, none honoured of God'but 
your ſelves; a5 if yon comprehendedall'the incommnicable and 
communicable varteries of -my-ſelfe, -2s'if you had the infallible 
diſcetning 6f ſpirits,but now I will ſhew'thee thoſ& whom thou 
Serfecucedi, thoſe whom thou eſteemedſt the off-ſconring of all 
things, the filth of the whole world, to weare Crowns of 20ld; 
and white Raymient, though you had | Crowns; though powers, 
kingdomes;& plories,though you are iſpating; ititcHectuall pet- 
fons;and have rational capacities,” though governoars of multi- 
tudes, Nations, Kindreds, and tongues, yet' you have not white 
Garments before the All-ſeeing,Supereminent, etetnall 7ehowah. 
When you Lords of earth ſhall ſee vie that you-Lotded over, 
crowned with -txinſparcnr*gold; Crowned with the'tthinſpa- 
; eent'poiver; life;wiſdonie, ahd loveoftheeternall, inviſible God, 
and-in the 'body of Jeſus Chriſt, if you ſhalt ” behold ir in time, 
Oh: then my Lords,7 empors' mutantay ;if when time ſhall be 
no more,what ſhalt my Lords be, ſhall expartatt my felfe accord. 
ing to'the Scriptures of God: 16 Luke. Chriſt give polver to 
(ind/manifelted the fathers gloty'in) x few povre difciples, aFew 
tormented, bated, > Nu tocaſt out Devills, to tread 

upon Scorpions, and 4 ower of the'Enemy3 But ſurely the 
became not a'Ma traticall power, to iccompliſh fach a Via. 
ff; "and rhotigh he gave'them ſach'power; he told them; there 
no-cauſe of triamph in this,or joy in this;thar the ſpirits were 
ſubject unto rhem; but” rather:thar' their names were written in 
MN E3 heaven 
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heaven, what though theix are many ſpirits'gone abroad in 
world, Scaries,the divills of the world, (as you call <a 
rejoycing would be rather (if you had ſuch a glorious Apoſtolics 
all Commiſſion power & glory ) that. your names were writen 
in heaven,that you your ſelves are comprehended inthe boſome 
of the Father : Bur yet if you did ſo your ſelves, and know your 
ſelves,it would be queſtionable whether you have this Apoſtoli. 
call power and glory,if not the one,ſurely not the other.But you 
may have a Crown, power, and author ity continued to you, tg 
ſcourge and crucifie, | te 
Itit is faid.in the.21.and 22 verſes, The eternall ſuperemineng, 
the Lord of Heaven: andearth, had hid wiſdome from the wiſe 
and prudent, and revealed it to babes: Lords cell the people 
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ering royoucowneconfeſion) beau younroad bring int 
the fold thoſe that are hor yet ack t in, bur rat mh or Sould 
you be certain,infallible. powerfull aſſiſtants with Feſus Chriſt, 
the abſolureLord,or do you intend to perſecute thoſe that are not 
intended according to an erernall intendment, to be of the body 
of Jeſs Chriſt. 2 if ſd, are you x6 certain, as Chriſt is cettzin, that 
this is the Harveſt ?'and are you as certain that” you are thereaſ- 
ers ? that you your ſelves 'arenot the'tares ? are you the''Thou- 
ſands, yea the ten Thouſands of Saints by which he will come to 
judge the werld ? Hath the Father altered his mind ih relation to 
manifeſtari6n, and told you thar you muſt pluck'up the tates þe- 
ote the Harveſt ? Or was not that fis minde, when'he declared 
that the tates ſhould grow togerher till the Harveſt ? Hath''rhe 
Father or hath the Son revealed theſe things unto you in this 
Fexreation ? if fotel[us; and when it was; and how : and it 
ill be 4 greater loryunito you, then to fie! great while &bring 
vic'a few Fallible contrivabces, & Stholaſtick inventions. But iris 
Er more glorious, and a greater matter of rejoytingts you to- 
be lead (if leade) then to leade, for the all-ſlifficient immutable 
od to leade the lords, the people and Nations, then for blind - 
Jords and Prieſts to leade poor blind people. — © 
"How would the. ſupereminenr'be chi here 7 Admit thar 
& Se&aries of the times, thoſe that ar&*talled Divels, incarnat 
'{by you Porencates of the world) ſhould 'in' their journey to or 
oth 7eruſalem fall amongſt theeves,” and ſhould be ſtripped of 
their rayment and be wounded ; ſhould yield to the temprations 
-of that ragin divell in the world, in Cf erhe Apoltacy; 6r 
;ſitire that'Satans Mineſtery & Magiſtracy, barh-had and continu- 
ed their power it the world. Is it commendable ih the Priefts 
and Levitesto ſee them ſo, and to paſs by on the other fide? or 
is ir commendable for theſe Priefts to add, or cauſe othets to add 
'#MiRionsro their bonds : Eur theſe Priefts and Zevites God 
«Will hot hondir fo triuch. The Sumaritzz muſt come and fee alſo, 
und have compaſſion. Oh Good Samaritan ! for the poor,wound- 
'ed, tripped, and torn man ; this is an excellent fimilirude, the 
-faperemineneneſs, and gloriouſneſs conſiſts in the ſubſiſtance. 
'» But 'Oh'1 unmercifull High Pricſts and Levites, when God 
"hath ſent. x 'meffenger/ of Sarar, to buffer 'z man and to have 
: power 
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the ſublunary, Viſible Kingdome & glory did endeayour to caſt 
2 moate out of anotherseye, & you had a beame in your owne, 
and that you having a beam are no competent judges of a mote. 

But it may be you will ſay that youare infallible in this, and al- 
ſo ſay, that that ſaying of Chriſt doth not appertain to you; 'Ler 
hinr that is without ſin caſt the firſt ſtone, when God ſhall diſcover 
himſelf and manifelt you what you are, even that you that judge 
other, are Caſt-awaies your felves, are Hereticks your ſelves, you 
would not-be very willing to finde a ſtone for another. When 
the Lord ſhall fay though you cried Templaum Domini, Templum 
Domini, yet the everlaſting was not in your eſteem, even he that 
can when he will both caſt out Beam and Mote. But thus it is, 
when the Lord is not or will not be underſtandingly & ſuperemi- 
nently in the Lords thoughts, though he be neer and ſees, yet he 
will not be ſeen ;'but they ſay, how doth God know ? can he 
judge through the dark Cloud, thick Clouds are a covering to him 
that he ſeeth not, and he walkethin the circuit ofheaven, Job 22, 
23, 24. But Oh Immortality | thy righteouſneſs, thy ſeeing, and 
thy ſeeing to be ſeen, thy knowing to be known, and thy under- 
ſtanding to be underſtood ſhines not upon all. Thou haſt O 
Lord fet the world in my heart, fo that no man can finde our the 
*"work-that thou haſtmade from the beginning to the end, Eccle- 
fraſtes 3. 11. Therefore Lord if thou wilt give a Crown, Power, 
and Authority to Temporatie Lords to excerciſe their Domini- 
on and power even upon me, if thou ſhalt manifeſt me and make 
me a little flame of thy ſelf, thy will be'done. It is only in thy 
ſelf ro comprehend'the works that thou haſtmade from the be. 
ginningto-the end, if man' indeavours to comprehend, endea- 
voursto inthrone himſelf in a ſtate of comprehending others, and 
perſecuting others-from an apprehehſion chat he comprehends, 
when he doth not indeed and in truth : and though [ ſhall (if 
thou -comprehending incomprehenſib e, willeſt } be afſiiced, 
ſcorned;& contemned by that generation;yet let me in particular 


\ He down and be ſatisfied, that 1 am apprehended and compre- 


hended of thee,and'that I know, ſee, and ſpeake, according to the 
true and reall nature 'of knowing, ſecing, & ſpeaking. & living, 
andinjoying, as comprehended : let me ſee, before 1 fay I ſee, 
know, before I fay I know, and be ſpoken to, beforel ſpeak : 
la; ark ; | Oh ! 
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Oh ! thou immutable knower, ſee'r, and abſolute ſpeaker, as to 
the things that thou haſt made capable of ſeeing, knowing, and 
ſpeaking, ler thy loving ſpirit of righteouſneſs and wiſdom np. 
hold me; and though thou delivereſt me to the ungodly, and 
turneſt me over into the hands of the wicked, let me ſay truly, 
knowingly, and underſtandingly ; my witneſs is in heaven, and 
my record is on high, in love, fob 26.19. 

But Counſellours of the Earth, Weak ( ontenders of the Earth 
with the abſolute Lord: I ſee and conſider oppreſſions (though 
I ſee not all oppreſſions) under the Sun. Bur a comfort it is that 
the abſolute Lord ſees, Eccleſ” 4. 1, 2, But it may be Lords, 
you will ſay when you perſecute, there is no remedy in the death 
of a man, it is ſutable to conveniency, and the conſtitution of a 
Kingdom to deſtroy a man : ſo as it was indeed to crucifie the 
Son of God,who was known,& is known to ſome,not to be held 
of the grave : But you it may be, will ay you have not known 
any man to returne ; it may be you will ſay men are born 
at} an adventure, and ſhall be hereafter as though they had 
never bin ; & that the breath of your noſtrils is as ſmoake;,a little 
ſpark in the moving of your Breaſt ; which being extinguiſhed, 
your body ſhall be turned into aſhes, and your ſpirit ſhall vaniſh * 
as the ſoft Aire, therefore you will lie in waite for the righteous, 
becauſe he is not for you turn, he is clean contrary to your do- 
ings, becauſe he profeſſeth to have the knowledge of God, and 
he calleth himſelf the child of the Lord, he is made to reprove 
your doings, therefore he is grievons to behold, becauſe his life 
15 not like other mens, his wates are of another faſhion, becauſe 
you are eſteemed ofhim as counterfeits, and he abſtaineth from 
your filthineſs, and becauſe he makerh his boaſt that God is his 
Father. And therefore you will examine him with deſpightful- 
neſs and torture, to know his meekneſs, and prove his Patience. 
But Porentates, I ſhall preſent a few things to your conſideration, 
paradventure you may fee with your eyes. and heare with your 


ears,and when you are converted{(if eyer you ſhall) -you may ſet 
to your ſealsthat theſe things are true ; to the praiſe and 


lo 
of the abſolute, , infallible God, Judge, power, nillene ns 
true glory. 


x, Godisthe alone ſupream, King of kings, Lord of lords, 
and 
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27) 
and God may, as well ashe hath already, give the Nations, (or 
thoſe to whom he intends, to ſhew and manifeſt himſelf unto ) 
-a light and glorious underſtanding, to ſee that Lords ( by ſpeciall 
| 4m Oo and power formerly conſtituted) are but types and 
ſhadowes of the abſolute ſupream, immortall God and Judge : 
but this is true, though the Lords and Kings ſee it not themſelves, 
for I know they will ſay , you Prophecie' not good unto them in 

.theſe things. 

...2. Chriſt the perfeR pattern of the Fathers,manifeſted perfeQi- 
on to men; never gave any ſuch power or kingly authority to any 
that then were in the world, either Magiſtrates or Apoſtles; 

he never gave the Apoſtles power to exerciſe themſelves with 

ſcour ings,whippings, impriſonments, baniſhments, or oppoſiti- 
ons of ſuch a kind, therefore there is no ſuch ſucceſſive Magiſtra- 
cy, 2 Cor.11.3,4. verſes if be that cometh, Preacheth another Jeſus 
whom we have not Preached, and if ye receive another Spirit Whom 

. Je have not received, or another Goſpel which ye have not accepted, 

Je might Well bear With him, Likewiſe there was power given, 
or the manifeſtation of the moſt High in a way ſupereminent, 
that the Saints ſhould do great things by the power of the Spi- 
rit, and in the name of the i.ord Jeſus, that ſupereminent name, 
that name above every name. 1» whoſe name the ſeventy returu- 
ed With joy, and ſaid, the Devils were ſubjeft unto them by it, Luke 
Io, 17. Iknow no other authority, power, orglory given ta 
any that ſhould profeſs that name according to the ſpirit. 

3- . Chriſts commanding the Apoltles to give Ceſar his due, 
and God his due, is a plain demonſtration, that ſomewhat might 
| be due to the one that was not due to the other: andif the Ma» 
giſtrare would demand Lordſhip over the body and conſcience, 
what would they leave far Gog, the cternall, infallible Ruler? 
Or doth the ſoul, the underſtanding alone belong to God, and 
the body belong to man, in relation to the commands of the 

Divine God ? ; 

' 1.4 Externall contrariety to Magiſtracy js apparant by Jeſus 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles in their Preachings of the trych, and way 

of the moſt High God ; fo that as the- viſible doth do whar 

he is commanded by Ceſar, If chat inviſible God command an- 
other thing in the conſcience or nnpatoaneg ; for Chriſt was 

2 not 


(28) 
not contraty in the inviſibility, but alſo contrary in the viſihi- 
lity to the Magiftracy, Governogrs, High-Prieſts, Seribes and 
Phariſees. Chrilt never inflaved himfelt, nor the minde of his 
Apoſtles to the Magiſtrates and powers of the earth. And there 


can be no more Conformity demanded from any, to any Magi. ' 


' tracy, but' only what he obeyed, and taught others to obey, 
even in the paying of Tribute to Ce/ar. Or unleſs a man 


taught (by that Miniſtring ſpirit which was promiſed to dire& 


into truth) to be obedient to a Magiſtracy in ſome other things. 
*which Chriſt was not obedient in ; or wasto be ſubjeR unto : no 
ower . of conſcience to Magiſtracy. Again, the children will not 
be free in the Magiſtrates jurisdition from paying of Tribute,ſo 
long as they have that benefit to live in the world amongſt them, 
'4n buying and felling. God will not have his Saints to appear 
more gltied to the world then other men;to get by the world,and 
not to let the world have a benefit from them as well as ſtrangers 
or other Cohabirers: and indeed it is good for the maintayning 
of love and Unity in the world, and that which doth compre- 
hend in it a poſſibility to live peaceably with all men. And a 
Magiſtrate (it he be one that wa!keth- and judgeth according to 
the pure light of nature and right reaſon) is to ſee that there be 
no injury offered to peaceable men —_—_ them : and for this 
cauſe,the Saints or thoſe of contrary judgements: pay. Tribute 
alſo, becauſe they are or ſhould be the Miniſters of God attend- 
ing upon this thing, Rom.1 3.6. And therefore very 'conſcionable 
that they ſhould have Tribute, whether they are appointed of 
God in an immediate manner, or of-men in a mediate ; if they 
are (as they are not) appointed of God iin-an immediate, ina 
- more eſpectall (if God ſhall ſend ſuch, or conſtitute ſuch-a Magi- 
 {ſtracy) then reaſon to pay Tribute, if appointed of men in a mg- 
diate, good reaſonalſo;becauſe the people,multitudes or Nations, 
have made choice of ſome to do their buſineſs, to be their ſer- 
vants , and fo long as the children of the Kingdom of God, have 

* their juſt, lawfull, and naturall liberties, and freedomes, to aR in 
their ſeverall trades and occupations in the world, in godlineſs 
and honeſty, they will yield ro Ceſar in thoſe things which a Law 
of nature or of conveniency obligeth them to,if they were not 


commanded : for if they live quietly under a Magiſtracy in -god- 
Ines. 
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' | fneſs, or according to the teaching and way of the moſt High 
| | 'Godina wayof Ong ; then they alſo exerciſe themſelves 
; | inhoneſty, inrefation'tociviks or to Magiſtracy. No power of 
\ F| conſcience givento Magiſtracy . | | 
»- But if they are deprived of the ſupreme and abſolute Glory of 
; manifeſtation of themſelves, as to God, even in godlineſs (viz) 
- $a mars daniſhment, or by confiſcation of goods, or 
ir converſing with -men. becauſe they will not receive the 
marke of the beaſt, then the Magiſtracy weaken their owne, and 
*the Kingdomes ſtretigth; Bur yer chey fulfill their owne wills on 
them, bur-indeed have no dominion ouer the Saints at all. 
" | But ifitbe the Fathers pleaſure, the Saints may live under a 
«ſar,a Caligula, a'Nero, a Domitian, ' of anot ſucceſſive 
*avill Magiſtracy in theſe conſiderations, peaceably and quierly 
in all godlineſs and honeſty ( not affording a power of conſct- 
ence at all ) though they are perſecuted and afflicted, deſpiſed, 
*ſeorned. and oppreſſed, and1o not live quietly, and peaceably, 
yet they *may hve godlily, and honeſtlyamongſt them, or in the 
Nation under the power of a Magiſtracy and the Apoſtle mighe 
\ praF for it'to the Father, and yer magiſtracy have no power of 
*conſcience ; again though they are perſecuted and aftiited un. 
"der'a Civill Magiſtracy, and ſo not live quietly and peaceably as 
' before, yer they themſelves may live quietly, and peaceably in 
- Godlinelſs,and honeſty (viz) they may not bediſturbers, though 
"they are' diſturbed; afiftors- and ſcourgers, though ſcourged,; 
Tormentors, though Tormented; bufferters, though bufferred-: 
in fine,'may not walke m_—_—— to the pure light of nature, and 
- right: reaſon, though others: doe ſo to them, and ſo they ma 
»live quietly , peaceably, godlily, and honeſtly in the mid 
of a perverſe, jrrationall, ſelf-iſh generation ; and ſo they may 
, pray the Father to live;though they give no- power of conſcience 
to magiſtracy. And therefore a poore diſpiſed Apoſtle being 
ready to be deyoured- by every one, to be ſpitt onby- eve 
one, in his-abundant fabours, in his ſtripes above meaſure,in prt 
ſons frequent, being beaten with rods, being ſtoned, being in 
perills of waters,in _—_ of robbers, in perills by his owne coun= 
try-men, in perillsby the heathen, in perills by- the City, in per- 
illsin the wilderngſs, in perills —_— falſe brethren, mighc 
F 3 very 
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very well breake out and pray tothe eternall-God to alter and 
change the powers of the world,if that eternall God would that 
he or the pgore Saints might live a-quict and peaceable life in 
all godlineſs and honelty : ſhall an Apoſtle ſpeake of the thi 
of his Father, and for it be ready to be devoured, and ſhall a 
Magiſtrate countenance it ? ſhall he have ſtripes by authority, 
and without authority, be. beaten with. Rods, be impriſoned, 
be in perill of cobbers,in the City, in. the Wilderneſs ? What is 
'a Magiſtrate for then?- . | 

The Apoltle being under fo great qa in relation to the 
walking of Magiſtracy centrary to the. pure light of nature and 
right reaſon,might well become a ſujter to. the Father, for a be. 
nefit of quiethels and peace under Magiſtracy. But yet Oh Logd 
abſolute and undefiled, rhough rhou giveſt a crown to. defiled 


Magiſtsacy to take peace from the earth, thy alone erernall wil 

be accompliſhed and performed, and let thy Saints live to thee, 

the ſupream Magiltiſtrace power, and ragy 6 if hoy wilt not 
c 


ſuffer them to live quietly and peaceably in the jurjsdiRion of 
the powers of the world. | pe 44phin + 
5. . Though che Magiſtrates may command the body, yet.they 
are only rocommand as I faid betore, that which a Saigt, would 
willingly do for peace and quierneſs ſake, if he were only i- 
treated,or neither commanded or intreared ; ſo that he will at 
being commanded, and a& veing intreared, and alſo though,ne- 
ther commanded nor intreated. Bur when the body, was to he 
with Jeſus Chriſt , who was manifeſted in the fleſh, or when the 
body is exerciſed according to the life, power,and will of the 
preame Lord, in ©.ommynton with thoſe that have the ſame ſpi- 
rit of che moſt high, in knowing ind underſtanding, then the 
Saints muſt not feare them that can kill the body, ( w4z. ) magi- 
Aracy, bur chey muſt walk as the divine, ſupereminent Saviour, 
Lord, King.Judge wilhave them.Suppoſe that a Magiſtrate com- 
mands my body to do one thing, bur the,inviſible God in the un- 
deritanding,, he that s(3odiof body and-foule commands ano- 
ther thing ; whether is it-lawfull ro abey Godor man ? Judge ye. 
6. Suppaſe there is:ſu(h a Magiſtrate inthe world chat does 
* truely and really conceive that there 4s one erernall God, che 
judge, the abſolute;God, the Lawgiver inghe conſcience, and he 
according 
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gcording to rationality doth endeavour to demonſtrate it, can 
he make another beleeve it? & if any conforme to what he ſfaicth, 
not knowing it, is not he, an ignorant doer of what he, would 
ſave him todo, or a diſembling perſon? Bar Awg. one of Gar- 

rena's Fathers faith, Simulata [anitas et duplex iniquitas. But 
fe Magiſtrates, and Prieſts of the earth, have led the world in 
iſtring, and they are at the ſenſuall beck, and will of every bafe 
ht, and that rule is verified amonglt them qui neſcit diſſimalare 
wſcit vivere, But Oh ! how excellent will it be when Saints (hall 
more and more live to the ſupreame abſolute God! : 

7. Whether a man may not have a word of God to deliver 
to a Magiſtrate,as well as a Magiſtrate to another man? Former- 

I know God called ſome to ſpeake to Kings, and Potentates 
of the earth. But we are better then our Fathers. Is not the ſpirit 
of forbearance as good ina Magiſtrate as it is in another man ? 
ifthe Magiſtrate hath had experience that no man can make him 
beleeve the truths of God,& that he can not make any one;like- 
wiſe why ſhould he uſe violence, bitterneſs, and wrath? But we 
call it not wrath, we call ic Juſtice, 

-Bur the abſolute diſtinguiſher ſees what it is, and he will call 
that wrath and anger in you which you call juſtice. Bue-we will 
contrive a great many fine words to waue it. But there is no- 
thing hath power, but what is given toit, nothing enjoyes it 
longer, then he that gave it, pleaſerh; neither ſhall any thing be 
waved, but what he will wave, even that abſolute; I am: Bur oh ? 
Lord ſupereminent,if thou calleſt me,cauſeſt me to ſpeak of thee, 
to manifeſt thee , though magiſtracy heape up words againſt me, 
& ſtrengthen their mouthes, according to the judgement of Cau- 
fidicks & $ynods of the earth, though hale me,& teare me in 
their ire,8 ſharpen their cys at me, yer let ir be ſufficient that 
thou loveſt, & when ſoever I ſee manylet me be drawn to God, & 
let me ſay with Job in the ſpirit of underſtanding without ref 
ofperſons: /ob 20. 4, 5, 6, 7. Knoweft thou not this of old (ince 
man was placed upon the earth, that the triumph of the wicked 
is ſhort, and the joy of the wicked is but for a moment? Though 
- —_— w_ up + _ heavens, _ his wag om 

clouds, yet he ever like his owne : 
mhich have ſeen him ſhall ay where is he? - SI wg 
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8. Thoſe that the Magiſtrates endeavour tocompell to the 
Laws, wills, Ordinances, interpretations of Scriptures ( the 
Magiſtrates. being and confeſſing themſelves fallible ) . may,for 
ought the Magiſtrates know, have an obligation and an abſolute 
coderfiading ingagement upon their ſpirits as to'God, to live 
to Gods owne interpretation, Law, will, and ordinance; which 
may be contrary to the Magiſtrate, For God is the abſolute ori- 
ginall of all things that are,and that are to be interpreted, 

'9. The People ſhall nor ſuffer for the Magiltrates ſins,but their 
owne, nor the Magiſtrates, for the peoples ſins, bur their owne, 
But the ſoule that ſinneth ſhall die: But yer in a common calami 
the one may ſuffer as well as the other, though not for the ſins 
of another, 18 Eexekzel, r, 2, 3,4. &c. There is a declaration 
as from the Lord. And the word of the Lord came to me ſaying, 
What meane ye that ye Uſe this Proverb, concerning the Land 
of 1/rael, ſaying, the Fathers have eaten ſower Grapes, and the 
childrens Teeth are ſet on edge? As I live ſaith the Lord, ye fhal 
not have occaſion any more to uſe this Proverb in Iſrael. Behold 
all fouls are mine, as the ſoule of the Father, ſo alſo the ſoule of 
the ſonne is mine; The ſoule that ſfinneth,-it ſhall die: you may 
reade the whole Chapter, This was a glorious Prophelie,of the 
time that ſhould be, when God ſhould peculiarly manifeſt 
himſelfe, when God would be no more vayled by a man, when 
God would manifeſt himſelfe to be the abſolute Lord, me 
thinks a Magiſtrate (confeſſing himſelfe fallible ) ſhouldfeare to 
deſire, much moreto command another, to that which that 0. 
ther is not ſatisfied of God. For the ſoule of the perſon that 
che Magiſtrate commands, is Gods. It was no argument, for a 
poor ſoule, when the,abſoJute ſupreame entred into judgement, 
ro ſay that the Magiſtrate gave me.'and I did cate, nor an args 
ment for the Magiſtrate to ſay, that. a companie of people in- 
veſted me with this, and that authority, (as I thought) or deſired 
this,or that thing,and I did eate : Lhad received a Petition from 
the people, or-trom the; Major part to releaſe one Barabbus 

& crucifie Jeſus Chriſt, I received a Petition.to depriye ſuch and 
ſuch People of their liberties, (being ſych as chey,when they did 
petition, confeſſed God had honoureT. in- doing them, good ) 
cltates, priviledges, and benefits of living in the world, uoleſſe 

'X: _ | they 
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: they indeed, were not perſwaded of in their own conſciences. 
Tf it wasan Argument inexcuſable that Adams and- Eve uſed: to 


God, this may alſo hardly be. They had an infallible Miniſtrati- 
.0n, what ſhould be death and life : But the Magiſtracy of the 
world, and Synods of the times (confeſs themſelves fallible) 
It was an Argument in that moſt certain caſe for Satar to uſe,to 
Tggelt ro poor weak Eve, as it was preſented to deceive : God 
doth know that in the day ye cat. thereof , your eys ſhall be 0- 


5-71 and ye ſhall be as gods, knowing good and evil. But oh 


| ler me ſeck unto thee, with thee, and from thee, though 
that Devil cempts me to unite, and manifeſt my (elf ro that, and 
in that way of darkneſs, and man-ſinning in the world, whatſo- 
ever ſpecious, and fallacious pretences, I ſhall receive from the 
men of the world, and from my own ſoul, as . conſidered in its 
way of operations _— to the body of 7eſws.Chriſt ; Let 
me, though 1 hear men in the world pretend to the glorious my* 
ſeries of the Eternall God, and the honour and < of him, 
try things with thy ſelf alone; and therefore, be thou pleaſed 
to condeſcend to be .my Companion, and teach me the way of 
thy Commandments m the Spirit, 

Though honour, pleaſure, and preferment is preſented to me, 
if 1 ſubmit tothat way-that 1 am, oram. not perſwaded is the 
way of God, as. conſidered in diſtintion in thy production in 
Fur Chriſt : Let me hate (.O ſtrength). all objeQts that are pre- 

ted with pleaſantneſsto-my. eyes, and with affeftion to m 
underſtanding, though it be preſented unto me, to be deſired, 
and to make me wiſe : If thou doſt contradiR all thoſe exterior 
preſentations in the Interioreſt, And let me not value the fa- 
your, credir, reſpe&, and reputation of men of the world, but 
be thou my God, and then I ſhall have rejoycing, though I ſhall 
be caſt out of the.Paradice- of. men , :and kept .out .every way 
with a flaming ſword : But in this my afflition let me have com- 


* munionand power with thy {clf,- or elſe 1 ſhall prove a Devil to 
my ſclf, and preſent the glories of the world to my underſtand- 


ing, and ſhall be deceived. 
Tenthly, Admir that the Laws, Ordinances of.man, or the in- 
terpretations of Scriptures by man were plain,; muſt nor God, 
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the hearts and ſpirits of all men; a AREA 
well as myſterious things (that have more ps pb heceſsity to 
have the truth, and pure minde of them decfared.)) The 2p 
was promiſed to ſhew the Saints plainly of rhe Fazher : If the 
Father intended we ſhould have Lords of rhe earth to ſhew us 
plainly of the Father, and to make us beleeve the plainneſs of 
the Supereminent teachings , ſurely he would have told fs that 
the Fathers ſhall reachus; The LOR DS ſhall inſtru us: The 
variable, mutable, fallible, windy ſpirits ſhall reach ns.  ' . 
But if we are ſubjeR to ſuch reachings': The fallible, mutable, 
ſpiritual men, or (pirits of rhe world, may calt gut Devils inthe 
name of eſis Chriſt, and ſweep, and gararh the houſe, that 
ſeven other Devils far worſe then rhe former may enter in. 
Eleayenth, Admit magiltrates, and natural high Prieſfs were 
the ſervants of the moſt high God; the beloved of the Father, 
thoſe that knew the myſteries of the Lord Jefus, were infalltb! 
in all knowledge, or if they were true and reall Faſters, and pray, 
ing perſons ; have they any other way preſcribed to caſt out 
Devils ont of thoſe that are in their eyes damimable Hetetjcks, 
ſuch as are really poſſeſſed withthe pirtt of blaſphemy, then by 
Faſting and Prayer ? ' Have they any ſuch rule 'as this, by ſcour. 
gings, by whippings, by impriſonments , by baniſhments ? 
Howbeir, faith Chrift, this kinde cometh not our, but by faſting 
and Prayer, and no more. There is no other way ſpoken of by 
Chrift, but by faſting fromſelf, from ſtrife, ll am' debate, 
and fromftriking with the fiſt of wickedneſs, living to, and ſee- 
ing the will of the Supereminent in faſting, in willing , in deſi- 
ring, according to the effluxes, and deſcendings of it to capaci- 
ty : fo that then faſting is good, and praying is exceeding good, 
when the wil-ofthe Saperemiment & cverlalſing is become, man 
wil;or mans will become the wil of the ſupereminenr; ſubſtanti; 
eternal,undefiled God,which ſhal certainly be accompliſhed. Bu 
if even their very Faſting and praying (accordit to the nl 
real nature of _— and praying ) be queſtionable, whither will 
they flie for their aCtions of Perſecution and Tyramie ? 
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Twelfth, ' Admit the generallity, or major part of Civiſl mas 


giltracy were truly godly, and heavenly-minded (thouph T muſt 
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truly khow themſelves fo) and did walk in the Spirit ; would 
they not ſay as Pax did, concerning his brethren after the fleſh, 
who was fo taken up with love to them, that he would be ac- 
curſed from Chrsſt Feſis for his brethren after the fleſh (who no 
doubt had errours, yet not perſecuted by tum) would they not 
ſays ſurely theſe are men as well as our ſelves, and we cannor 
chooſe but confeſs our ſelves fallible; we have not the Superemi- 
nent.light, and perfeRion of infallibility diſcovered tous, as we 
cotfels the Apoſtles had ; we have not the infallible minde'of 
God diſcovered to us without the Scriptures; we have not the 
infallibiliry of interpretation of the minde of God in the Scrip- 
tures; theſe men that we now Perſecute, though as now after 
the fleſh to us, may be in relation to God the ſeed'of Abraham, 
according to Faith ; unto theſe-may belong the Promiſes, the a- 
doption, the giving of the Law of the moſt high God and 
LORD in Tables of the heart, as well within as without, as 
well within in love, as within in terrour. We have had experi- 
ence-in this particular already; that thoſe that havebeen extream 
vitious, are become Religious ; we our ſelves have been debau+ 
ched, moſt deſperate ſwearers and blafphemers of that Eternal 
being, (and are ſo ſtill) and we ſaw (or many of us) that no- 
thing did us good truly, but the light and love of the abſolute, 
Divine, Supereminent : Truly all are dry-vines, there is but one 
Supereminent power : Why ſhould any the Dry-vines of the 
world urge ſuch a thing on us, as to lift.us/ up, and inſtigate us 
to: Perſecute a company of poor, may be, afflicted, tormented, 
tempted cfeatures of God, as well-as our ſelves, if they have 
received the Spirit of the Lord? So faid their fathers before them, 
and yer;Perſecured the members of Chriſt ; rhey may boaſt be- 
yond their linc, as well as others have : If they have the Spirit, 


- they have received it, why ſhould they boaſt ? Why ſhould they 


inſult domineer,and Tyrannize over others? , 
, Suppoſe Lords of the Earth, that ſome of you ſhould give a 
sifrito fome. one man, and.not.to ariother , or a better. gift to 
one man hen to ariother, as abadge of your murable honour 
and-love, ſhould another now that meets with one that hathinot 
this badge, :rend him and tear him for ir ? if that he did alſo 
meet one that had not fo _—_— a badge 'of honour as _ 
2 ' raer 
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ther, ſhould healſo impriſon him, and wound him, or ſtriphim 
naked?surely I hould think its becauſe he is ſo covetous,as to de. 
fire the garment: The Prieſt and the Levite that came by the 
poor Samaritane, might be the Theeves: Apply it Potentates, 
Beſides; admit you ſhould give a man an excellent ww, z Or 
cognizance of love in your families , you ſhould array him in 
glorious apparell, and ſet a crown of gold on his head, would 
you take it well, that he ſhould beat his fellow ſervants, and 
wound them ? Refle& my Lords, that he ſhould kill all other 
poor creatures, that came in his way, becauſe they had not the 
like garbe ; truly, you would fay this with your ſelf ; I may give 
my own to whom I will z : ſo long as I have, I may give what 1 
have ; he hath abuſed my love and favour towards him. It ms 
be you may judge your ſelyes for. your liberality ; but Gods 
ways are- paſt finding out ; and God may give forth ſome way 
or other to diſcover the thoughts of all hearts. Oh Lord Super- 
eminent | .1hou haſt made all men almoſt to differ one from a» 
nother. and thou haſt ſer the world in their hearts : to ſome 
thou didſt give the gift of propheſie (it may be) in ſome mea- 
ſure,to ſome Tongues,ts ſome diſcerning oflpirits,to ſome work- 
ing of miracles , to ſome wiſdom, to ſome knowledge, to ſome 
Paith ; if thou gjveſt me bur the glimmerings of love inthe leaſt 
of theſe, or in any one,{et me not deſpiſe kim that hath more,or 
judge him that hath more, nor yet deſpiſe him that hath leſs, or 
judge him that hath. leſs (if any have leſs then my ſelf) in rela- 
tion to capacity, or underſtanding, for thou art the ſame ; let me 
not preted to know above what I really know,though the pow- 
ers of the world wonld have me do that I am not convinced 
of; or leave undone; that which I cannot, becauſe 1 am thine, 
not their ſervant : Oh then the abſolute Lord, over-rule the 


lords in me, and let me ſee thee, and walk before thee in the un- . 


derſtanding,: yet if thou wilt have a Nero, a Domitian, a Cali- 
gula, or any power of the viſible world to ſcourge me : Give 
my back tothe fmiters, and let me know and ſee thou givelt ir, 
and then let me take pleaſare init. For oh Lord, me thinks I ſee 
that a man may have a viſion of God, and may ſee a ſtar to ariſe 
out of Facob, and may be convinced in his conſcience, that the 
earth is the Lords, and the fulneſs thereof, and that God. is the 

alone 


(37) 
alone Lawgiver,Judge, and abſolute ſupream /as many,or moſt 
of the Nationall Prieſts and Lords confeſs) yer at the requeſt of 
[ug = may _ I C—_ _—_ 
rars built z yea, Akar, upon Altar, to ſee whether can curſe 
the 1/rael of God. Ler us proclaim a Faſt, that ſo God may 
hear our Prayers, and grant our defires, the lon ing of our ſouls. 
But Lord, -how far is this from the true life of Saintſhip , and 
love.in the World ? But O Lord refine-me, and then let me walk 
as refined, 245 20 
Thirteenth, The mandates of the Scripture (even the Scriptures 
from which the Potentates, and powers of the earth have, and 
do maintain perſecution and violence to others) do all of them 
extend to the Magiſtrate, and if hewere in-a Chriſtian conſti- 
tution (as he pretends) he ought not in gþgt relation touſe car» 
nall weapons, neither will he, unleſs he ſuppoſes himſelf wiſer 
then ever Chriſt, or an' Apoſtle was, or hath received the Spirit 
more then an Apoſtle had, or hath poets Spirit to main- 
tain and defend ſuch a _ as the Apoſtle could not, neither 
did, 2 Cer.10.4. Chriſt faith, when they:were perſecuted, ſhoulil 
pray, when curſed, bleſs ; Chriſt could have had rwelve Legions 
of Angels to defend him in this viſible world, but he would not 
take any inviſible glory, or viſible excellency of God to. defend 
him : And if the Magiſtrates will tell us plainly, that they have 
that power given them (as conſidered in a conſtitution of holi. 
neſs and;truth,) which the Father would not give 7e/* the Son, 
or which he would not aſſume or exerciſe, -nor give his Apoſtles 
power to aſſume or exerciſe: Let them prove, that they, or this, 
or that particular Magiſtrate had, or have, that which neither of 
them had, neither Zeſws Chrif, nor Apoltles : And let thoſe 
whom they are pleaſed to call Herericks,and to baniſh,impriſon, 
and afflit ; ſee their Arguments, that they have in themſelves, as 
in the preſence ( ns they think it not, nor perceive- it, or 
know it, or though knowing it, will not acknowledge it) of the 
Erernall incomprehenſible Judge, non-reſpeRtr of perſons, the 
interioreſt, diſcerner, that can deſcribe that which man deſcribes 
with a fuller deſcription, and judge with a fuller judgement then 
man, or aby viſible glory, or rationall. intelleR in the world ; 
who is without the exterioreſt, and within the interioreſt, and 
G 3 indivi- 
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indiviſtble in himſcif, who judges with a more abſolute judge. 
ment, thenall the Councels, Potentates,, Lords, Synods or Par- 
4kamentsef* the eatrh; . And when he enters into judgement, the 
fleſh ob a#ord is no morethen the fleſh 'of another man, nor 
ſha{l more be juſtified by him, or be able ro' juſtifie it ſelf, Bu 1 
beleeve, if things were demonſtrated in the world, according to 
the irit of truth, reallity, and non-confulion, the-Lords, Po- 
tentares, and -Counſels of the. earth \would appear to be the 
greateſt Anti-ſcripturiſts, though in words they would: not have 
tt ſo expreſſed, or ſo expreſs ft themſelyes. 

Fourteenth, 1s it not a caſe of conſcience, or is there not ne. 
ceſſity, that every particular man ſhouldbe perſwaded in his own 
minde for whar he doth, orfor 'whatke.is commanded. to do, 
leaſthecall godd evil; and-evil good,! lealt hr call- oppreſling, 
-perſecuting, Loeds, Magiſtrates, Colunſels, Synods, foljowets of 
the God of heaven in! love; lrght and truth; Citizens of the 
New Terufalem, Saints of the moſt high God, livers in the Spi- 
rit, thoſe that walk-with God ?, whewindeed they. are-not fo, 
but grinders of the faces of che poor; Idolaters; carnall, ſenſu- 
all ndidivilifh, having not the ſpirit , having mens perſons ih 
zdmiration becauſe of advantage,'making a prey of the' poor 
and needy; having wiſdom, yet are not wiſe unto God, but 
to.'themſelves ;/oppreflours (though not of their friends;, or 
themſelves) of .che Saints of the moſt High, or/thoſe that- are 
nor petſwaded in their conſcience by the Divine Siupreahy God: 
It is not ſtrange to ſay, know, and think, that magiſtrates: (and 
miniſters fo called) have: been ſo, are, and may be fo : Ti 
Scriptures of. the moſt High God teltifie it ; the ſaints have wits 
neſfedjr, arid ſtif{ do: witneds it 'with their blood and bodies: 
Are chere'not men, magiſtrates, and miniſters of ſach mindes xx 
-Cefar Caligula was of, that wiſhed that all the people of 
\Rome ad but one neck, that he might deſtroy many at once: 
Many'canapply'this : But Hell muſt inlarge her ſelf ; Gods de 
ſign-mulſtbe accompliſhed in Hell,- as well as in{Heaven ; Saints 
give your backs tothe ſmiters.- - 1 190 ot 

In this my laſt Demonſtration and appretienſion,1 was in the 
concluſion, defiring in my own ſpirit of that: eternall Zehovah 
andeverlaſting God, that 1 might be ſo'fwallowed up into that 
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eternall'plory, wiſdom, power; will; thar I might: not. "ranks 
feſt my ſelf with my ſelf ; bur that-my eff, or rathet himſelf 
might be manifeſted in me,by mejand from me - theme the 
murable Lords ofthe Aire oppoſe me; yet my:alone ſabltenciall, 
tver-remaining, ſupereminent Lotd remaines+ If Hive he is, if 1 
die, thoſe that live after me ſhall not cruly ſay he is nor p/but he 
ische ſame. I alſo deſired that Tmight be To fivallowed-ip ro the 
life of the Lord, that in-ſeeing of tharLordy/in thethingsof that 
Lord,I might not reſpeR perſons &thariir-miphobeptboneto'me 
to'be hated and fo'be loved;/teberhonoured, and tobtdiſho- 
noured, r6 have evill report, &ts Have (good reporr,to bebuffer- 
ted; ſcorried, contemned, deſpiſed, and to be counted the off- 
ſcouring of theworld,& to be- coutteouſly eytertained, affefted, 
delighted in, tobe out of prifon' wheniI'-ay ing. ard 1d. /berlim 
when T'ait out'5 to have all things wherrT thaye” nothing;'and”' bo 
ſee only that all; that exernall wife God alohe when T'have.any 
thing - if he ſhall call-me to/Tpeak of -himſelf,that I may nor live 
to any thing under the Sun, for I ſee vanity in all things;Þ-deſifed 
that I might ſee and live in the eternall life, inthe life. fupereriti. 
nent $and if ſhalt beralted amongſt thecalled/Gods tid Eords, 
that I might ſpeak, / ſeeing: traly burcone ecernall:God'! and 
Lord : For altthe Gods and Lords of xhe earth ſhallwax. old 
lik a garment, and ſhall be folded up like a veſture + this F know 
and ſee by-experience. Thou'Lord makelt the lords of che. carth 
their nates rot, and their memory:to/peruh, and whar:ſhath be 
to them intheir ſeverall patricalars everlaſtingly; thowL ORD 
knowelt. | 1101 

- Incompanie 1 defire to ſee thee, and to look up to thee in the 
mderſtanding; as if I tiad none, tharſo I might fee ahd not ſee, 
behold and not behold, be-thou my alone companion. (Herein 
the world men love one another, becaule they-are as to.one an- 
other according to fence, bur let:menotbe to any but-to thee 
alone ;let my life as the Apoſtle ſaid, be in the fleſtrby the faith 
of the Son of God in the Spirit. | | 

' Inthis- world none muſt ſpeak ofthe God, but thatrhoſe the 
.gods will approve of;none mult ſpeak of the erernal;immurable, 
incondemnable, -but thoſe whom themutable, condemnable, dy- 
ivg Lords pleaſe, note muſt declare the eternal God to = 

| wor 


world, but thoſe whom the Miniſters, or 
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Synods of Nations, or 
the Gods of the Nation pleaſeth. But if thou abſolute, infallible 
-miniſter; miniſtreſts to me, if thou commitreſt a word unto 
me, inflame me, and let- me be thy flame in the ſpirit, though 
the world indeavour to drown, to quench thy glory in me. Bur 
if Tam not manifeſted by thee, let my hiding place be in thee, 
and of thee, {6 that let manifeſtation, and ceſlation ; (to be, and 
not tobe ; and again to be) be all of thee, who halt times and 
ſeaſons comprehended. in thy ſelf. 


But Lord, if the lords of the earth impriſon me, viſit me in the ' 


underſtanding, and lay not, if it be thy will, that fin- to their 
charge;for I deſire not to have pleafure in their horror, when hel 
and death ſeizes upon them, 1.deſire not to be, taken up with 
;them, nor to live unto them, nor to rejoyce in their,pains ; for] 
\defire not to live-unto my own pleaſure in me, nor any pleaſure 
-to.me; but be affeked with pain to me from them, if thou wilt 
-it. But let me wholly live to thee : bur Lord thy will be done, for 
all things are of thee; all things are for thee,all things are to thee, 
though particulars ſce it not. 
- 15. Itit be ſuppoſed (as there is great probability to ſuppoſe) 
: of if it hath been, and be known as by experience, that Magi- 
'ftrates, Lords, Potentates, Counſellours, Prieſts, yea high Pri 
are ſwearers, drinkards, opprefſors, walkers after their own 
luſts, blaſphemous, fallible men, .will-worſhippers, ( havi 
none, as they.lay, to rule them). contemners, and defpiſers 
that which is good (unleſs it be. from a Prieſt) from a Ca 
ters ſon, from a fiſherman;rhent ords are you comperen Judges 
May not a man ſay to you when you would puniſh: ſuch a one 
as you call a Heretick (though a man doth not countenance Hes 
rche no more then. Chriſt did countenance adultery in.the wo- 
man,when they would have had her ſtoned) Let hims that i with- 
ont ſin caſt the firſt ſtone at her ; ſo you that are without Hereſie, 
or without the ſame Hereſie (for many times expreſſions of for- 
mality do make a difference)caſt the firſt ſtone, ;mpriſon, deſtroy, 
baniſh, or take away the lives of thoſe you call Hererticks, whoſe 
life perhaps may be:better rhen ten thouſand of yours, Bu 
precious in the fight of the: Lord, though not of the Lords, ic the 
drath of bis Saints ; but you may. do fuch.a thing in your dayes 
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that you may never blot out of your conſciences, at ſuch 2 times 
when you ſhall not be able to redeem your ſelves or others with 
ten Thouſands of Gold-or Silver, or cen Thouſand Rams, or ten 

Thouſand+Rivers of Oyl, or the firſt fruit of your body, for the 
fin of your ſoul. But the Will ſapereminent, indeſcribable, is,thac 
there mult be perſecutors and perſecuted.crucifiers and crucified, 
Lords and high Prieſts look to your ſelves if you can : God hath 
choſen the poor of the world rich-in-faith - not many mighty, 
not, many rich, not many Noble, &c. I exclude not all : What 
eternity hath done, that it ſelf knows. 

: 16. A manforwhat he doth,eſpecially in a buſineſs ofhigh-con- 
cernment,had need be infallible, be abſolutely reſolved it is the 
mindeof God asin Jeſus Chriſt, for if you live not to the ſupream 
QOriginall according ito the of knowledg God, you judge the 
things fo God with your own mindes,you judge the ſupream ; ſo 
that it may be ſaid as well that the lords Judge the Lord as that 
the Lord judges the lords:But ye will not fay ſo,will ye ? neither 
wilyouſay you think ſo:but ——— fay,or think ſo,you do ſo. 

17. If youare infallible,your infallibility muſt proceed from 
the moſt high, immediately, truly, and underſtandingly; if you 
will declare things without the Scriptures (as you ſay you will 
not) if you will be abſolute Judges, if you will have Hereticks 
depart out of your coaſts, if you will have them baniſhed, (ac- 
cording to the minde of a Synodean Miniſter, who declared 
himſelf ſo to me) if you your ſelves are your own teachers, you 
will not ay youare infallible ; if the pretended Miniſters of che 
Lord Ieſus are your teachers, they will not alwaies be ſo audaci- 
ous (thanks be to the moſt High) to fay that they are infallible, 
ſo that you ſhall finde great cauſe to confeſs you are art a loſs. 

18. If your infallibility depends upon the underſtanding of the 
Scriptures, and ſo you (as you fay ) will walk according to the 
Scriptures, you mult have the infallible Teacher to teach accord- 
ing to them, what is myſterious,and what nor, to.diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the myſticall and the plain:if you acknowledge that there 
isa plain and a myſticall, and ſo ro be more itifallible diſtinguiſh- 
ers then others. Suppoſe a Noble man ſhould ſend a Letter to 
one that hath been an intimate friend of hisin the Kings Army, - 
and they hayinghad precedent intimacy,know the minde one of 
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another by this Lerrer; but when: this Letter is intercepted, ani 
comes to the hands of others, every man enterprets Letter 
as he pleaſerh;would you not -eſteetw it an indignity : when the 

cam. Judge ſhatl come to. judge the world, as the' A 


rowers. gas \"y, ey a Aer Res; averr . 


in the interioreſt, and ſay, that indeed he Son,and anoint 
ed him with the Oyl of gladneſs above his fellows, and gave him 
the ſpirit not by meaſure, ſo that unmeaſurableneſs, and myſti. 
calneſs, was manifeſted in him,and by him, and he ſpake tow few 
Saints, and gathered by the power of the Spirit a few poor mer 
to teach the myſterics of Chriſt: but there was one F/illiam Pryn 
Eſquire,a Lawyer, (I will not ſay Saint Pry») and the Lords of 
the carth,and the Synods of the world proved interpreters/with 
their own luſts, according to their formall, artificiall terms of di- 
tin&ion, and fo they ſaid,this muſt be the meaning to day,& this 
muſt be the meaning to morrow, Procu/ dubio;Lords,is this not 
indignity > But Chriſt will not be for ever crucified in his body 
the I be over may be in time ; bur ſurely 
will, when time ſhall be no more. 
19. If the Scriptures were ſo plain,that he that runs may reade, 
& he that barely reads may underſtand,to what purpoſe is the ſpi 
rit promiſed to lead into _ = the _ I may ab- 
ſolutely, knowingly, anderſtandingly, infallibly, Aopſtolically; 
Chriſtlike n ny. underſtand allthar I ſee on. heare par 
ning my felf and others. But truly Lords and mutable Potencares, 
rhough you reade,& hear,& ſee (as you ſay you do.) you may ſay 
as the , how ſhall I underſtand withour a guide ? But re- 
member this, the guides ſay and confeſs they are not infallible, 

20. If you do confeſs the ſpirit was promiſed tobe given 
after the Aſcention, if it be given to ye, itis a greater glory for 
youto tell us of ir, then laugh at it ; to tell of it how it. came to 
you, and when, then to tell us what you have done for us (if any 
thing) in relation to civils, Pax! was not aſhamed of it. 

21. If you confeſs that the ſpirit was promiſed to be given 
after the Aſcenſion, you had need to averr, juſtifie, and prove,that 
it. was Promiſed to be given to Magiſtrats, Lords, Synods, 
not poore men, not Fiſher-men, that the ſpirit went from the 
poore, to the rich, from thoſe that the honourable count baſe, 
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to the honourable. And though ir were {, it isno good Argu- 
ment t9 convince. a man, even, to ſtrikehim,'ro codon ew 
and roy Leckgr falſe et-did the tfue, when he 
when went the ſpirit of the from me ta thee. 
' 22, If you prove that the ſpitit was. to be given to Magi- 
ſtracy, Lords, Nationall preiſts, both-you; and the people had 
need know, whether you in this age, that. now is more then any 
other, are the Magiſtrates, ,and the Preiſts. For it was nor pro» 
miſed co: Magiſtracy in al Agesifithadyit would have been per- 
formed, for he promiſeth nothing, but what he performeth. And 
that precedent Magiſtracy, have been enemies, and perſecutors 
ofthe Saints of God under. the notian of- Heretiques, or thoſe 
that have been cantrarie- minded; ivisplaynly apparent, Hiſtoric 
declare it,and you, your ſelves conkels 1t.Be arecomvinted of it in 
your own hearts,as you fay;therefore let:that” Magiſtracy as iwell 
as other men, {ct that Synod thar thinks ho ſtands cake heed leaſt 
he falls, or is already fallen, or thathe takes falling for ſtanding 
in himſcife, and ſtanding far falling in others, and-ſo judges,con- 


demnes and perſecutes. | 


.- 23+, Me thunks 1 heare in my cares, urge, laying and a voyce 


to my underſtanding, declaring that there wasa Nation or mul- 
tends of people: met together ( as Epiſcopalls, Presbyters, and 
Ihglependenes, © called ) and did convene from remote parts, 
the Eaſt, Weſt, North,and-South, and theſe choſe ſome to conſfulr 
and debate what ſhould be for the goad of that Nation,andking- 
dome, and gave them power, and honour, and externall glory, 
(ſo much as they.could, or was in their power ) but the prevayl- 
ing tooke upon them the things of God, and the place of 
God, as much as 1n them lay, and beat and wounded thoſe that 
were contrary minded in; their minds, as to God, _—_—_— 
{till continued loving and affeRionate to them, Is this good? 
Oh 1 fad requitall, may not you fay, woe to your owne foul, for 
you have rewarded evill to. your ſelves ? Z/ 3.12..Oh! my 
people, my whe leade thee, cauſe thee toerre, and'deftroy 
the way 

24. Suppoſe that a multitude of faire complexioned men, 
ofſtraite deportment ſhould.chooſe and ele: a companie, and 
place them in-honour, and dignity, m_ themſelves, but theſe 
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9. 

yoo creatures, or ſome of them (may be nr! xa! 

d have an affliQtion upon them, their faces ſbould 
ed, their bodyes ſhould grow crooked,and this ſhould be inflic 
ed by the God of all.natures, mutable glories, and excellencies; 
or ſuppoſe God ſhould ſend Sarhe» to tempt them, or ſome of 
them, that they may conſent to the tempration, and whereas 
Teb had boyles, and ſores, even from the Crowne of the head to 
the ſole of the feet, would it not'be fad'now, that one ' ſhould 
come and-lay. Jobs affiftion more heavie on him, whipp the 
man, ſting himwith . ſcorpions? Bur would it not be as fad alſo, 
to ſee two that were full of boyles,and ſores, wounds of Sathas, 
remprations of the Devill, chat-contrarie, that roaring Lion, in 
the {hape of man, rowhip- one-another, and laſh one another, 
for I have heard many 6f memes _ OE—_ 

liquely, that th en full of woun "ſores; and 
= ;fiions og the crown 'of the head, to the ſole. 


. putri 
of the foot: Oh ! Preilt, it is better for thee to tell who healed 


thee, then to wound. another that is-in thy former condition, 
if thou art out of it, and truly tranflated. w_ 

But would not this make a-man to breake-out after this man. 
ner, and ſay (O inhumanitie ) had I knowne'this, ſhould 1 have 
been ſo inhumane to my ſelfe; Iam ſconrged;:- becauſe I a ſore 
wounded, becauſe I have boyles, becauſe Iam in temptation, 
becauſe I am in errours,becauſe Sathe» that politique Devill,that 
contrarie, hath deceived me, and I am: deceived, though I have 
boyles, and ſores, from the ſole of the foot to the crowne of the 
head, ſent me ofthe God of Gods, and Lord- of Lords, the 
Ruler of Princes,yet after the manner of men;I might have ſpa- 
red the reuding, and tearing my owne: bowells. I cannot com- 
prehend the heavens,and the earth,much lefs him that is greater 
then- both, I cannot change my ſelfe, nor make him-change me, 
till he will. 

'Bur the will of eternitic be done, why ſhonld I contend with 
the God of all changes ? when1 did chooſe them, I was -weak- 
neſs it ſelfe : I was the weaker veſlell, and I am defpifed for be- 
ing ſo, yet 1 made not my ſelfe ſo,neither can I add one Cubir to 
my ſtature,reade 1..1/a. 29. 30. 31. 

| 25. Admit 
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- #5. Admit that thoſe that are generally called ( and doe call 


themſelves ) Miniſters of the Goſpe}, and prophets of the moſt 
kigh God, in an eminent, and a fupereminent manner, have com- 
munion with God, and ſhould be told of God, asthe Prophet 
was, what they ſhould do, 13 Kings reade rhe whole Chapter, 
muſt we goe forward, and backward, becauſe the Prophers do 
ſo. Bur ſurely I hope there is the Lyon of the Tribe of Judah in 
the way:1 who am weakneſs,deſire of thee, O-Tmmiortal | 
that I may more and more walke 3s compretiended of thy dis 
vinewill,that I may neither goe backward,and fotward,and for- 
ward, and backward, to the right hand, and to the left hanid/be- 
cauſe the Nationall preiſts, and Prophers do'ſo, but thar 1 
walke as - became a child to' thee the Father of ſpirits; and 
God of all conſolation, and rherefore let me live to'the willing 
life, and living will of thee,O ſuperfupereminent God: . 

26, Magiltrates and miniſters of God{ſo called) you are but 
men ſubjeR to like paſſions that other men are, as well as an A- 
poſtle was (as he confeſſeth) ifinot :much more 3 and: you. were 
not long ſince under —_ cy, and owned. it as of God, - mas 
ny of you, if not all did : did you fatisfie your felves;” or were 
you ſatisfied of God ? 1f you were, can you, or we that are con. 
trary minded draw Godto usto fatisfie us when you'or we will 
our ſelves, your ſelyes? 

27. You Magiſtrates and miniſters{ſo\alled) are but at the 
molt , or the molt you can fay of your\.ſelyes in your own ap- 
plauſe; is, that you are but wiſe and prudent men. Burt. ſaith 
Chriſt, Father I thank thee, thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
wiſe, and prudent, Scribes, Pharifes, Lawyers, chief Prieſts, and 
revealed them to babes; but may-be you will ty now as Llojden 
kid,the caſe is;aſtered; but many Scriptures will prove this. 

28, Magiſtrates and miniſters { ſocalled |) you ſhall die. 
ay well as other men : the King and the Beggar, the Fool, and 
the Achitophel, the maſter, and the ſervant, ye ſhall go to 
one Tomb that contains all generations myſtically in it ſelf : 
But I will nog fay you think you ſhallihave a Pardon, or a Pur- 
zatory, or both. 

29, Magiſtrates and minſters ( fo called) the Kings, the 
Prieſts, and the people ; the beggar, = the rich ; the wiſe, and 
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